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can never he satisfactorily developed. A
short time before the change of Go'-ern-
meut the farmers wvere penalised because
it was alleged that the Government had set
themselves to carry certain taxation which
the majority of members of this House
thou~ght inadvisable, and the Government
said, "Very well, then; farmers are uo
friends of ours, and we will put on
the terminal charges once wore; we
will increase the rates on manures and
many other classes of freight." They
did so, and in so doing imposed a
severe wrong upon the farmers and
set tip a deterrent to that closs of immi-
ration which we had hoped to see setting
in. The Government that have just gone
out have done a great deal to retard immi-
gration and land settlement; not intention-
ally, v but that has been the etfect of their
administration. In view of the desire of
the new Government to encourage immni-
gration and land settlement, I commend to
them the desirability of greatly reducing
freights. Of course this will reduce our
railway income. Bitt why has this country
adopted as a policy the monopoly of trans-
it in the hands of the Government? Sim-
ply because the Government, as owners of
the public estate, desire to use the railways
as an instrument of land settlement, Well,
then, even though a considerable amount of
railway income may thus, for the time be-
ing, be lost, let the Government study the
settlenient of the land, assured that every
settler will be a producer of revenue in
countless ways. I hope the Government will
study the question of how far can we reduce
freight in proportion to distance, and open
up all the lands of the State to profitable
settlement. I wish the Government all suc-
ess in the very heavy task they have under-
taken.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate ad-
journed.

fl'ouse adjourned at 6.12 p.m.
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The SPEARNER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Papers in connection

with the construction of tbe Esperanee-
Northwards 'Railway.

By the Attorney General: Amendment to
the rules under the Legal Practitioners Act,
IS03, relating to the Barristers' Board.

By the M1inister for Agriculture: Albany
Government Cold Stores-Cool Storage
charges.

QURSTION-PFREMANThE HARBOUR,
DEEP DREDGIN~G.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister of
Works: 1, In view of the steps now being
taken in other States to provide a depth of
40 feet at their chief ports for the accom-
modation of deep-draught shipping, is it the
intention of the Government to make early
provision for similar accommodation at Fre-
mantle? 2, Is the dredging plant now emn-
ployed in dredging the Fremantle Harbour
capable of dredging to a depth of 40 feet?
3, If not, what steps have been taken to
secure the necessary plant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The matter was under consideration by
the late Government and is now being gone
into by the Minister for Works. The ex-
penditure. contemplated runs into one and
a-half million pounds, exclusive of cost of
new plant. 2, The dredges we have are not
capable of taking depths up to 40 feet-
The "Pannelia" could he altered but the
engineers advise ag-ainst it. 3. The estimate
for a suitable dredge is approximately
1100,000, in addition to which docking facil-
itie , would have to be provided.
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QUESTI ON -R.OTTNEST ISLAND
HOSTEL.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Attorney
General: Did the Minister controlling the
Tourist Department, when visiting Rottuest
Island a few months ago, authorise the re-
novation of the State Hostel? 2, As this
work was not proceeded with, by whose au-
thority has it been deferred or delayed? 3,
Does the present 1%inister intend to have the
Hostel ready for use by visitors during the
coming holiday season? 4, How many of
the summer cottages, authorised by the Min-
ister during the visit referred to, have been
constructed to date? 5, How many men are
now employed on the work of their con-
struction? 6, How many of the cottages will
be ready for occupation when the next sea-
son opens on November 1st? 7, Seeing that
a number of returned soldiers are now seek-
ing employment, cannot this work of con-
struction be expedited by the employment
of these men, or of others? 8, What portion
of the sum paid or to be paid by the Federal
Government for the restoration of Rottuest
Island has been expended for that purpose?7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, No. Owing
to military occupation the condition of the
building is such as to preclude it being re-
opened until very considerable repairs have
been effected. Moreover, during such mili-
tary occupation it was found necessary to
remove a portion of the furniture, which
was utilised for the time being in the State
hotels. 4, One (1) has been completed, and
two (2) partly completed by prison labour.
5, The work being 'done by prison labour,
number fluctuates. 6 and 7, These wetters
are now under consideration, and reply can-
not be given until the policy is determined.
8, To dlate about £200. Total to be expended
will depend upon decision arrived at, vide
answer to 6 and 7.

QUESTION - STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS, BALANCE SKE ET.

Mr. ANOWIN asked the Minister for
Works: Will hie publish the balance sheet
of the State Implement and Engineering
Works at an early date before audit in ac-
cordance with the promise wade by the Pre-

mier through the Press regarding trading
concerns balance sheets!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Yes; they are in the hands of the Press now.

QUESTION-ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RAILWAY, COMMUISSION.
Mr. WALKER asked the Minister for

Agriculture: 1, Will he place upon the
Commission to inquire into the qualities of
the mellee soils on the track of the authorised
Esperauce Northwards railway two bona
fide malice settlers? 2, Will hie place one or
more experts in the chemistry and bacterio-
logy of soils upon the said Commission?

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: I., To do so would prejudice the in-
quiry; the Government therefore does not
purpose making such appointments. 2, It
is not intended to place scientists upjonl the
Commission, but they will be asked to give
evidence. Practical men have been ap-
pointed, who will collect all the evidence
necessary to frame an exhaustive and com-
plete report.

Mr. WALKER:- I have my doubts.

RETURN-STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS, RETURNS.

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, resolved that
a return he laid upon the Table of the House
showing the position of all the State trad-
ing concerns, the return to set forth the fol-
lowing: (a) Capita] account of each concern;

(b,) result of trading for each year; (e)
result of trading from inception to the 30th
June, 1916, showing aggregate loss or profit;
(d) any charges against concerns, such as
interest, etc., not allowed for in balance
sheets.

BILL-SAL-E OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION.

Introduced by Mr. Thomson and read a
first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Dayp-Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
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nqk-l and on amendment by the Premier
that the following words be added:-"We
beg to assure Your Excellency that we will
give the most careful consideration to men-
sures that will pronmote the welfare and pros-
perity' of Western Australia."

.mr. w. iU. ~jollNso (Guilford)
[4.42]: In submitting the amendment to
the Address-in-reply last evening the Prc-
ier cl nered a long speech which beecame

very wearisome to lion. members and
evidetitly tiring to himself. This is dute
to tie fact that practically ' lite "'holle of his
niatter was a relpetitijon of what we have
Ihear1 in I is Chamber time and] time again
for Ih lu lst year or two. Particularly does
tis apply to the trading concerns. It is
tryci that hie altered a few fig-ures and sub)-
stitied others, hut speaking generally' all
that we got last eveningl in conniection withI
trading concerns wvas simply a repetition of
"'hat we had heard from him whilst lie was
in opposition. Uip to date, it is evident that
the Government have not been able to get
anything new. Previously those hon. mem-
bers now forming- the Government criticised
withiout knowledge and stated that thing-s
were not exactly, happening that were
thought to be going to happen, and now, as
M inisters, they are continuing that parrot-
like cry without having justified anything
they said whilst in opposition and without
eertainly having' justiled anything they said
w~hilst on the Treasuriy bench.

The Premier: They have happened ex-
actly as; we prophesied.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Thne fact remains
that tlie . .-c;er has not given any evidence
of happeningsi that he had previously out-
lined. If hie has any evidence, he did not
give it to uts last night. His statements were
purely a repectitioni. as I have said before,
of what we received fromt him when he was
sitting in opposition. All this goes to prove
that the statements he made last evening-,
and previously, were not in any shape or
form correct ones. Again, lie devoted a con-
siderable amount of his time as usual to the
clap-trap which we have hadl from him for
many years. As a matter of fact, we have
had the same old cry ever since lie entered
Parliament. namely, the question of the
change of Government for the restoration
of confidence, the squandering of State

f Unds, and the mismwanagement of thie
State's business. And so it goes on year
after year that we get from this bon. gentle-
mani clap-trap about financial drift. As a
matter of fact it is quite interesting- to look
up time attitude adop ted by thle lion. gentle-
man when lie sat in opposit ion. and was
then criticising the policy of his present
chief, Sir John Forrest, and it is also inter-
estinir to find that the, references lie makes
to-day in regardl to the financial administra-
ion of iMr. Scaddan are almost identical

withi time eriticism whIichi he levelled against
S ir- John Forrest when that gentleman was
P'reniie r.

"'le Premnier Yon prove iiiy consistency.
Mr. IN. 1). JOHNSON: Let uts take cer-

tain remarks of Sir John Forrest in regard
to the present IPremier and see how wvell
they apply to-clay. In the early days the
present ;remier criticised Sir John For-
test's administration of the Treasury.

The Premier: What year was that in?
Mr. W. 1). JOHNSON: I think it was in

1S97 or 1898. 1 have here a quotation from
Ma nsard, and I am just going to read it to
show wvhat Sir John Forrest thought of the
lion. g-entleran in those days and the value
of his criticism. Speaking on Sir John For-
rest's p)ublic works policy, Mr. W ,ison
said-

'No Government has a right to take the
public funds of the community andi to en-
ter into commercial undertakings which
iray prove disas-trous to thart community.

Lt appears to me that the ills we are suf-
fering from just now, small thioughb they
ay appear to the Right Hon. gentleman,

have to a vecry g-reat extent been caused
by this speculative spirit which has actu-
ated the Government. I say that they
launched into such a lavish expenditure
on publhic works, they launched into such
great extravagance, and I will go further
and say, wastefulness of public moneys
in carrying out these works, that it hits
brought uts into the condition we are in.

Sir John Forrest dealing with that speech
made these remarks-

If it is the wish of the people that I
should retire, then I say I would hail the
morning on which that retirement oc-
curred-if the people are willing, thoug-h
I know they are not; that they are not
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yet ready to entrust the Government of
this country to the hon. Mr. Wilson and
his private enterprise and contractor
friends. When the people are ready no
one wvill he more pleased than I to hand
over the affairs of the country to them.

In those days he accused Sir John Forrest
of embarking in State trading and entering
into competition with private enterprise,
and we find that he then raised his voice
on behalf of private enterprise and his con-
tractor friends exactly as ne did last night.

The Premier: What is the conclusion that
you have come to?7

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: I will tell the
Premier directly. Then again we have Sir
John Forrest dealing with the hon. gentle-
man's criticism in regard to private enter-
prise, and Sir John Forrest spoke as fol-
lows:

The hion. member, Air. Wilson, has had
a great deal to say in his time about pri-
"ate enterprise, and he seems to be the
advocate for private enterprise and for
contractors. Everything should he given
to private enterprise according to Frank,
and everything should be left to contrac-
tors; hut the bon. member, Mir. Wilson,
knows well what that means. I am not
opposed to private enterprise, although
lie would lead people to believe that I am
not in favour of private enterprise at all.
If it were a necessary work, and the peo-
pIe wanted it, I should not object to pri-
A-ate enterprise doing it; but when there
is a great national work, and one which
the people can afford to pay for, I know
the best and cheapest way is to do the
work throughI the Government, because
private enterprise means double the capi-
tal to start with, and means promoters
and underwriters, and a lot of plundering.
If we have private enterpnse we must
put up with these things.

Now we find the present Premier talking
in the same wild manner of Mr. Scaddan's
administration of the Treasury as he did of
Sir John Forrest's. After all these protes-
tations it is diffcult to remember that for
many years the hon. gentleman haes been
posing as a financial genius who governed
this country better than Sir John Forrest
did, and of course decidedly better than did
Mr. Scaddan. But it is interesting to know

that in spite of all his appeals to the coun-
try be has never yet been elected by the
people to the position of the leader of Par-
liament.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That will soon be remedied.

Air. W. fl. JOHNSON: The fact remains
that up to date he has never made a suc-
cessful appeal on the policy he submitted to
the country. The lion, gentleman claims
that the success which he met with at Can-
ning and Northam-arid of course he does
not say anything about Coolgardie-was suf-
ficient to give him a mandate to go ahead
wvith, his financial policy. Another signifi-
cant point is this, that during the whole of
the election campaign, both at Northam and
at Canning, not one word was said in con-
nection with the financial policy of the Gov-
ernment. Neither of the candidates, nor did
any of the speakers wvlo supported them,
outlined one single item as to how they were
going to straighten the finances. As a mat-
ter of fact the only matters of a financial
character that wvere dealt with were the reck-
less and grossly extravagant proposals -which
were mentioned by the member for Can-
ning. He said that be was going to build
bridges everywhere and provide tramways
in all directions. He also said that he was
going to shift the filter beds and that he was
going to establish an ocean outfall, regard-
less, of course, of expenditure. And the
member for Canning had the audacity to
support these p~romises of his by means of
pamphlets which he distributed broadcast.

Mr. S. Stubhs: Still lie heat the favoar-
ite.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: But he is bound
to be defeated unless he fulfils the reckless
promises wvhich he made.

Air. S. Stubbs: That is his funeral.
Mir. Smith: You have made a few prom-

ises in your time.
Air. W. D. JOHNSON: The only dif-

ference between the promises I made and
those of the member for Canning is that
mine were fulfilled.

Mr. Smith: Oh!
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON : I defy the mem-

ber for North Perth to quote one promise
made by me which was not fulfilled. The
Attorney General received a good deal of

eulogy from the Press, and last night from
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his leader, in regard to his attitude towards
the minling indutstry and his suceess in con-
neetion with the trouble tha t threatened
the industry some little time ago. I too
give him credit for proceeding to Kalgoor-
lie, and I congratulate him on the success
that followed his efforts, but we can hear
too much of that sort of thing, and I would
advise the hon. gentleman not to cry too
loudly until he gets out of the wood. The
report of the board which was appointed
has yet to be submitted to prove that the
action of tile Minister will meet with favour
on the goldfields. Therefore lie should not
cry out.

The Attorney General: I have not cried
out at all.

Air, W. D. JOHNSON: We have to bear
in mind that the whole of this trouble, or
a good deal of it-

The Attorney General: Could have been
settled by someone else.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: Would have been
avoided if the Premier bad taken a differ-
ent course when he was appealed to by
the Labour Government when they occupied
the Treasury bench. If the Premier and
the members of his party in this and an-
other Chamber had supported the Bill
which was introduced by the Scaddan
Government we would not have had those
aliens in K~algoorlie to deal with. The at-
titude adopted then was the cause of the
trouble, and while we give the Attorney
General credit for having brought about
a temporary settlement in regard to the
difficulty, his side of the House is wholly
responsible for the position which -exists
to-day.

Mir. O'Logblen: There are hundreds of
them in the South-West

M6r. W. D. JOHNSON: No doubt the
bon. gentleman will give some credit to the
deputation that waited on the Premier, and
which brought the magnitude of the dis-
pute under his notice and urged that action
be taken. They also deserve credit for hav-
ing gone to Kalgoorlie and assisted the At-
torney General to get the miners to agree
to the course advised by them.

The Attorney General: Their suggestions
'were to intern the aliens.

Mr- Holman: All who employed them
ought to have been shot.

Mr. 111. D. JOHNSON: As I have al-
ready remarked, the speech made by the
Premier last night was a very long one,
and he gave the House very little in the
shape of definite pronouncements. As a mat-
ter of fact it was a constant repetition of
submitting this and that to a Royal Com-
mission and this and that to a hoard of
inqu3iry. It seems to me that we are going
to have government by Royal Commissions
and boards of inquiry, and in order to get
something definite in regard to their inten-
tions concerning the industries of the State
we shall bave' to wait until the reports of
those boards and commissions are avail-
able. It is an old game, that of submitting
things to commissions and boards. It has
been the policy adopted by so-called Liberal
Governments for years and years in various
parts of Australia. As soon as they come
up against a difficulty, instead of facing it
and taking the responsibility of it, they de-
lay and mark time by submitting the pro-
posal, whatever it might be, to a commit-
tee of so-called experts, and the Govern-
ments responsible take particularly fine
care that they constitute these commissions
iii such a way that they can anticipate the
nature of the reports which are likely to
be submitted. The object of the apppoint-
ment of a commission is to delay matters.
What I consider to be the most important
of the commissions appointed by the pre-
sent Government is that which deals with
the all-important agricultural industry, but
in my opinion the personnel of that com-
mission is open to very serious criticism.
If that Commission has been appointed to
collect evidence, then they are not experi-
enced in that regard. You could get far
better men to collect that evidence and
sum marise it for the information of the
Government. They are not experienced
men, conseqnently should not have been ap-
pointed for that reason. Then, again, they
are not experienced in regard to the diffi.-
culties in those parts of the State where
the difficulties are presenting themselves
to-day and need rectifying. The main dif-
ficulty being experienced to-day is found
in our Eastern Wheat Belt, not amongst
the stock raising community, representa-
tives of which have been included on this
Commission. For instance, Mr. Giles is
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a stock authority, is connected with the
firmn of Elder, Shenton & Co. His know-
ledgve of the agricultural industry is limited,
or rather his experience is limited to stock
anld stock matters.

Mr. S. Stubbs- He has had a long ex-
pe icuce in 'Soulth Australia.
Mr IV. BR JOHNSON: But I amn speak-

ing, of experience in Western Australia,
and as far as I know iAr. Giles's experi-
enwe is limited to stock matters.

The Mrinister for Works: Hie has a large
farml here.

Mr. WV. D. JOllNSON: I do not know of
it. No doubt Mr, Giles is an authority on
stock. Then take -;%r. Paynter, a gentle-
mail never heard of before his appointment
onl this Commission. I do not know whether
Mlr. Paynter tias had any experience in re-
gard to the difficulties the farmers are uip
against in our Wheat Belt. At any rate
lie is a man who has not been prominent,
I know him only as a farmner and I uinder-
stand he is a farmer in the South-Western
district.

Member: No, in the Wheat Belt. East
of Kellerberrin.

',%r. IV. 1). JOHNSON: If, as the lion.
member says, Mr. Poynter is a farmer in the
Wheat Belt, then lie will know that district,
and hie will have an opportunity of present-
ing the nmnny difficulties before the Commis-

-sion. lint Mr, Giles is a stock man; Mr.
Clarkson is a stock man.

lion. J. 1). Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Mr. Clarkson is a large cultivator.

Mr. W'. Dj JOHNSON: He is mainly in-
terestedi in stock.

Hon. J. 1). Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : No.

M.r. W1. D. JOH1NSON: I know the couin-
try and I know that Mrr. Clarkson's farm is
situated in one of the oldest settled portions
of Western Australia. He has had no ex-
perience of the difficulties besetting the
farmers in those portions of the Slate where
mjost of thie difficulties have been experienced
in recent years?

Hon. J. D, Connolly (Honorary MAinis-
ler) : Do not we want every branch of the
farmiing industry represented? You have
one representative of the dry areas; one re-
piresentative of the South-West-

Mr. AV. D. JOHNSON: We have three
stock mien-M1r. Cites, whose knowledge and
exp~erience is stock; Mr. Clarkson, whose
knowledge is' also stock, but who has had
some experience in cultivation, th6Ugl only
in a favoured portion\ of Western Australia

nd O in the dry portion where farmers are
expIeriencing the greatest difficulties-

,11ember: lie is one of the most practical
men that could have been obtained.

11ir. W1. D. JOHNSON: Possibly, hut so
far as his own kntowledge goes lie has not
had to put up with the bitter experience
wich the farmers ini the Wheat Belt have
liar. Take Alr. Vrenn; lie is a farmer in the
South-Western District, another of the
picked portions of Western Australia.

1r. 'fhotnas: Hle is also a stock buyer.

Mr. IV. D. JOHNSON: Yes. Like Air.
(larkson, Mr. Venn's land was selected
nany years ago. T'ule Glarksons selected in
the t',iecd portion of Western Australia, and
the 1'eans. in another picked portion, and in
the case of 1b0th, their knowledge has been
mnore confined to stock than to th&;
difficutties of the farmer. Thuns, of a Com-
mission of four men, you have only one man
who has any knowledge of the farmers' dif-
fieulties in that portion of the State where
those difficulties are being experienced.

lRon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : 'Mr. Vean has one of the largest
dairy herds in tine South-West District;
should not the dairying industry be con-
sidered ?

Mr. WV. D). JOHNSON: Yes; but the dif-
fivutts are not so much in the South-West
District. The difficulties to-day and the big
losses have occurred in regard to mroneys in-
vested mainly in the Wheat Belt, and it is
these farmnems who deserve consideration and
the benefits of any investigation which is to
be made. No doubt the settlers in the
Wheat Belt are pulling through their
troublesome time, hut their burden has been
too much to carry for the tast few years and
there has been a gradual but continuial loss
Year after year suffered by those operating
farmns there. Those who selected their hold-
ings six or eight years ago I refer to parti-
cularly. Some of them had money to start
with, but now find their funds entirely de-
pleted: and even though some of them haove
been able to work without the assistance of
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the Agricultural Bank, they now find them-
selves forced to go to the Agricultural Bank
to get assistance in order to carry on. Many
of them, if the Bank refused to carry them,
would be forced on to the Industries Assist-
ance Board. I1 view with alarm the difficul-
ties these men are suffering under and the
tact that so much State capital has been in-
vest ed in the proposition which is
undoubtedly showing a gradual but continual
loss. But knowing, these difficulties, I think
that if thle Commisision is going to devote
its attention to thie problem of the agricul-
tural industry, their particular attention
should be devoted to the Eastern Wheat
Belt. And wthat report can they bring in?
Simply what everyone knows to be neces-
sary-that is, that in the first place they find
wheat growing alone is not profitable, and
has been showing loss year after year, and
that they recommend that wheat growing
must be associated with mixed farming; that
stock must be introduced on to the farms in
the Eastern Wh'eat Belt. If we are going-
to assist these people in the manner they
must be assisted, if we wish to make their
venture successful, there must be more lib-
eral advances made by the State for such
matters as water conservation. One of the
main difficulties of the farmer in the Wheat
Bell is that thie advances made by the Agri-
cultural Bank for this purpose are altogether
too limited: and a more liberal policy will
1have to be adopted so as to meet the require-
mients of the tanners in regard to water.
The y must have sufficient conservation to
guarantee a two years' supply. Andi after
the water question has; been settled we must
go into the question of fencing, and must be
lrle~arcd to make more liberal advances for
lte purpose of providing wire and wire net-
ting. The cost of these commodities to-day
is prohibitive, and even those farmers who
have developed their holding in recent years
to a pioint which enables them do carry stock
are prohibited from doing- .o owing- to the
exres~ive cost of wire and the absolute im-
possibility of gectting wire netting at all.
Conseqitently this Commission can report

only on the fact thiat certain remedies are
required and those remedies can only be
sunplfied Or made if more liberal advances
are madle from State funds. That being
so, I ani inclined to think that the thinking

portion of the community will ask a ques-
tion as to whether the State is justified in
pu~tting more money into the Eastern
Wheat Belt. There can be no doubt that
the financial position of those institutions
which have been advancing to the agricul-
tural industry for the past eight or ten years
should he the subject of investigation. Be-
fore appointing a Commission which is to
investigate the qluestion of doing more in the
direction of assisting lie industry, it is only
fair, both to the community and to Parlia-
ment, that ire should have the whle of the
securities of the Agricultural Bank closely
investiEgated to see whether we are justified
in going furthier into espediture of that
character. The capital invested by the Agri-
cultural Department and other State Depart-
mleats and still outstanding amounts to about
six million pounds, which is a large propor-
tion of our national debt; and ini my opinion,
before appointing a Commission, to see what
furt her advances may be made we should at
once appoint a Commission composed of
sound farmers and experienced business

n to go into the securities -which we now
hold. In order to show the justification for
an inxvestigation such as this, while advances
liv Stale departments have been on -the in-
crease on propertties in the Wheat Belt the
Private banking- institutions have been
quietly btit persistently withdrawing ad-
vanices and investments in these areas. That
is. that while the insecur-ity of investment in
the agricultural industry has influenced the
bank s to wit idraw their assistance, the
State onl the other hand has been forced to
ender greater assistance in an insecure in-

vestmnent. These are questions which require
to he seriOUSI.ly considered before going fur-
thier. It may be said that the fact thait the
personnel of the Commnission has not been
criticised by the farmers indicates that the
person nel has been endorsed in the agricul-
tural districts. I have been through a fair
portion of the Wheat Belt since the appoint-
ment of the Commission and have met farm-
cr8 on their holdings who have stated that
they disagreed with the Commission and
hold] the opinion that the Commission is not
going to do much good. But they say that
the Commission as appointed is better than
to leave the industry solely and wholly in the
hands of the hon. member for 'Northam,
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(Ron. J. Mitchell): that they would rather
have anything than allow that bon. member
to have f' till sway again.

leinher: Where do they say that?
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Right through the

Wheat Belt. They .say that they would
rather have any Commission than allow the
lion. member for Northern to have full sway
once more. From some quarters I have
heard a good deal of criticism, and very
trenchant criticism, of the Hon. Premier for
not carrying out his undertaking given to
the delegates of the Farmers and Settlers'
Association that Mr. Mitchell would not be
appointed Minister for Lands and Agricul-
ture.

The Premier: You are absolutely incor-
rect. I never gave any such undertaking.

Air. AV. D. JOHNSON: Then the dele-
gates have undoubtedly misled the farmers.

The Premier: I do not believe they ever
said that,

Mir. W, D). JOHNSON: Many farmers
have been informed by their delegates that
an undertaking was given that the member
for Northiam (Hon. J. Mitchell) would not
be appointed Minister for Lands.

The Premier: Did you hear the dele-
gates say soI

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: No, the f arm-
erg have. told me so. However, I am very
pleased to get a definite pronouncement from
the Premier that he did not give any under-
taking that the member for Northam would
not he appointed Minister for Lands and
Agriculture in the event of the Country
party lending their support to the Liberals.

Mr. Green:- The Country party frequently
said they would not give their support if the
member for Northam was to be Minister for
Lands.

'Ur. W. D. JOHNSON: Whether that be
so or not, the past administration of the
member for Northam justifies the farmers
in being chary of trusting him with any
further administration of the Department
of Lands and Agriculture. As a sample of
that gentleman's administration we have his
action in connection with the Industries As-
sistance Board.

The Premier: He has to clear up your
mess.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Within three
days of his appointment, and without any
knowledge of the internal workings of the
board, led apparently by what he had read
in the newspapers and heard in the train, he
straightway re-organised or disorganised the
whole department.

Mr. Munsie: Spoils to the victors. He
put his friends on the hoard.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Let us just glance
at the early history of this board which was
appointed to look after the "wasters," as
the Premier dubbed them last night.

The Premier: Oh no.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I resent the Pro-

inier calling them wasters. There are a few
inexperienced men on the land who are not
making a complete success of it, but never-
theless they are struggling hard, and the
fact that they are on the land to-day and
were on it -when the trouble befell them
justified the past Glovernment in assisting
one and all. It is cowardly to call them
wasters, as the Premier did last night.

The Premier: Are there no wasters among
them? I charged you with assisting the
waster, and passing over the honest man.

Air. W. D. JOHNSON: Over and over
again the Premier referred to the wasters
that were being assisted.

Mr. Holman: According to the Premier,
every man assisted was a waster.

The Premier: Oh no, no-and you know
it.

M'r. WV. D. JOHNSON: In the first place,
all those who were assisted were clients of
the Agricultural Bank, and in assisting them
we xvere simply protecting the assets of the
bank, apart from the fact that the settlers
were thoroughly deserving; therefore these
wasters, as the Premier called them, were in
the first place assisted hy the Agricultural
Bank, were men who had been encouraged to
go on the land by the member for Northam,
who in his pamphlet declared that a man
without capital and without experience could
go on the land and make a success of it.
These men were encouraged to go on the
land and were further encouraged by the
Agricultural Bank. Then, because the
Labour Government came along and assisted
them, they and their wives and families are
now called wasters by the Premier. It is
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true that in some cases one settler will re-
ceive more than another, although the one
that receives least is possibly the better far-
mer and possibly has the better security. I
might explain that in this way: Where we
have a Government institution advancing
money the same discrimination cannot be
shown as would be shown by a private in-
stitution. If a private hank is asked for
assistance tile manager can refuse, and the;
applicant cannot demand any reason for it;
hut if a Government institution refuses to
advance, pressure is brought to bear through
Ihe representatives in Parliament of the ap-
plicant, and the bank officials are asked to
explain how it is that Jones, "that most de-
serving farmer," has been refused assist-
ance. Very often, indeed, one might be
inclined to view the application for assist-
ance with the utmost suspicion, but one can-
not regard the fine perceptions which might
and probably would inflLLence one if hie were
dealing with his own private money. The
Agricultural Bank and the Industries Assist-
anice Board have experienced the difficulty
of giving to some applicants more assistance
than was justified, while possibly in other
cases withholding a portion of the assistance
to which the applicant was justly entitled.
We have quite a number of instances in
which the setttler has deliberately denied his
wife and children of, almost, the necessaries
of life, certainly of the luxuries, in order
that he might keep down the amount of
money lie was receiving from the Industries
Assistance Board, whereas another, denying
himself nothing, has secured from the board
the last farthing the board would advance.
Later on, when a comparison is made, it is
founld that the one man, not as deserving as
the other, has received very much more be-
cause lie hais drawvn ujp his application in
such form as to convince the hoard that he
reqluired everything he asked for, whereas
the other man applied for nothing more

than bare necessities. And the manl who
received so large a share is the 'nan who.
to-day' . is agitating for reform, is the man
who wvent to the member for Northamt and
criticised the administration of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board because hie knew that
he hod got all that was possible from the
honard, and lie hoped that by' virtue of criti-
eism he could bring about an alteration and

possibly escape being called upon to recoup
the board their advances, as the then ex-
isting board were endeavouring to make him
do. As a matter of fact all the criticism
against the board was levelled by men who
had received a great deal of assistance from
the board, and in a number of cases we had
men criticising, not because they were dis-
satisfied with the board itself, but because
they were dissatisfied with the board's de-
ter-mination to get back for the State the
money wvhich was owing by those men.
Again, let us realise that at the outset the
board were not able to review all the
applications made. Let hon. members
cast their minds back to the time when
first we realised that the crops were going
to hie a total failure, that the drought
would make it impossible for the store-
keepers to carry on our settlers and that
there would not be sufficient fodder and
seed wheat. The Government issued
orders broadcast to the storekeepers
throughout the country to advance the neces-
sary suplihes to all farmers in distress.
Those farmers came on the books of the
hoard and became the clients of the board.
We followed up those clients by taking them
from their holdings and removing them to
the South-West, and other more favotured
portions of the State. In other cases we sup-
plied fodder for the animals and supplied
seed wheat and fertiliser. We did every-
thing to enable the farmer to crop his land.
Having done that, an interesting position
arose, one that was not clearly anticipated.
At thnt time, at the call of Empire, we ap-
pealed to all farmers to get as large an area
as possible under crop. So well did the
farmers respond that we got a very big in-
crease in the acreage under crop. Having
zot from the Government seed wheat and
fertiliser and chaff in order to get their seed-
ing doae, the farmers came to tbe Govern-
ment and said, "We have this large area
under- crop, but we have not the machinery
nor the horses to take the crop off. You
will have to advance us for horses, and you
will have to increase our stock of *machinery,
otherwise we will have to leave the crop."
The board were inundated with applications
of that sort. Again. having been forced into
the position of supplving- horses and mach-
inery ithl which to harvest the crop, we
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were then forced to supply wagons to get
the crop to the railway station, with the
result that the aggregate amount of the ad-
vances wade was far beyond what was anti-
cipated by Parliament when the Bill was
passed. But this was done, as I say, deliber-
ately by a number of farmers in order to
obtain from the Industries Assistance Board
such assistance as they could not obtain from
the Agricultural Bank. Throughout the
wheat belt we find to-day numbers of far-
mers with full equipment of horses and
machinery, as the result of the work of the
Industries Assistance Board. In fairness to
the hoard 1 wish to say that the board did
not willingly, or wilfully, emnbark on a policy
of lavish advances. The board were forced
into that policy by the attitude adopted by
the farmers in their desire to obtain full
equipment. Therefore, in criticising the
amounts advanced to settlers by the Indus-
tries Assistance Board, let us not criticise
the personnel of the board, but let us realise
the great difficulties they had to contend
-with, and let us bear in mind the little prob-
lems which the farmers were able to work
out with a view to forcing the hands of the
board. Again, it is interesting to note that
during the initial stages of its existence the
board was composed of MXr. William Pater-
son, chairman, and Ai1r. Sutton, and after-
wards. Ar. Gamin. 1 appointed llr. Gamin,
who was an officer of the Survey Branch of
the Lands Department, to the board, then
known as the Farmers' Assistance Board.
In appointing Mr. Gamtn I gave him definite
instructions that he was to be the adminis-
trative member of the board; and I pointed
out to him the difficulties which had been
experienced in connection with the old Seed
Wheat Board. I informed him that I needed
an officer who would be directly responsible
for the general administration of staff mat-
ters; and particularly I laid it down to Mtr.
CanmCin ht T wished him to look after the
financial side of the board's operations, so
as to give the Government and the country
a guarantee that the moneys advanced would
be repaid by the settlers if they had a
successful year. I am prepared to admit
that the affairs of the board drifted into a
very bad condition. The men whom I hold
responsible for that bad condition are, un-
doubtedly, -Mr. Paterson, the chairman, and

Mr. Gamin, the administrative member. I
hold them resp~onsible because when, time
after time, I1 got those members of the
board to meet me and questioned them as to
whether matters were running as was desir-
able and whether the criticisms levelled at
the board were in any way justified-

Mr. E. B. Johnston: M.Nr. Gamin was over-
worked.

Mr. WV. D). JOHNSON: The board con-
sisted of three members, and Mr. Gamin
never on any occasion made representations
that hie was overworked. ia point of fact,
time after time I was assured, in reply to
my inquiries, that everything was all right,
and that, while there vere, temporary delays
in regard to the answering of correspondence
and in regard to the posting of the books,
these things occurred only during the rush
periods. Those members of the board in-
formed me that their desire was to advance
everything necessary to get the areas under
crop. They told me that once they got the
areas uinder crop they could straighten up
things afterwards with ease. After letting
the matter go at that for some time, I found,
upon having the board's affairs investigated,
that the conditions were not as represented.
The result "'as that the board was re-eon-
stitited. It is true that Air. Gamin was
retained; hut his retention was necessary
because he had, or should have had, the
internal working of the board at his fin-
ger ends, He was appointed for that very
purpose. Consequently we appointed to
the board Mir. Mforris, whom I look
upon as one of the brightest adminis-
trators in our Government service, and
Mir. Oliphant, the vice-president of the Perth
Chamber of Commerce, who had had outside
experience in this particular class of busi-
ness. Those three gentlemen were instructed
to do what Mr. Paterson and Mr. Sutton
were not able to do, namely to devote the
whole of their time to the general adminis-
tration of the board. I desire to pay a tri-
bute to Mr. Morris and 31r. Oliphant for the
great work they did. The first thing was a
reorganisation of the accounts branch of the
board. In this they had the able assistance
of the Under Treasurer, who agreed to ap-
point MrT. Wilson, the sub-accountant of the
Treasury, to take charge of the reorganised
accounts of the board, in order that every-
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thing inight be put. on a proper bass and
brought right np-to-date. I am not going to
allow thle Premier to cast a reflection on the

geeal administrative capacity of Mr. Mr
ris as chairman of the board, or on thre
capacity of other members of the Board. I
am ceriainly not going to allow the Premier
to cast any reflection on the capacity of M1r.
Wilson, as lie dlid by the accusation that thne
ledgers and otlier books were not kej.t writ-
tenlL up.

The M1inister for Railways: Mr. Wilson
is a linst-class accountant.

Mr. AV. D. JOHNSON: Yes; and, being a
first-class accountant, hie would never allow
the books to get into a bad state. Besides,'
he was never denied any assistance that lie
asked for.

The Premier: Why were not the books
p~osted, then?

Mlr. W. I). JOHNSON: ]. am not pre-
p-ared to admit that they were not posted.
Air. Wilson had all thne staff hie asked for.
Mr. Wilson is one of the trusted olers of
the Treasury. If the books were behind, it
was only a temporary matter-not the im-
portant matter into which lion, members op-
posite wouild magnify it. By their criticisms
hon. members opposite do undoubtedly east
a reflection on lllr. Wilson.

Thu, Premnier: I dlid not ment ion Mr. Wil-
son's name.

M11r. IV. D. JOHNSON: I amn aware that
the Premier did not mention Mr. Wilson's
name, but the fact remains that Mir. Wilson
was in charge of die board's accounts after
the reorganisation. Therefore, by reflecting
on thre keeping of the accounts the Premier
is undoubtedly reducing Mir. "Wilson in the
eyes of the public.

The Premier: Only in your estimation. 1
said the books were not posted up for three
months. Do you deny it?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am not pre-
pared to take the Premiers word for it.

The Premier: Are yon prepared to deny
it ?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I Am not prepared
to deny it.

The Premier: What are you arguing
about, then7

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I say that in mak-
ing those remarks the Premier has east re-
flections on the members of the board. To

show that there was no reason why the work
of the board should fall into arrears except
as regards matters of minor importance, 1
wish to point out that thle staff of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board was not placed under
the jurisdiction of the Public Service Corn-
missioner. In other words, if additional
staff were required by the board, they could
he obtained immediately. Mr. Morris could
engagle additional1 staff, aind his action would
h~e promnptly eudotsed. That course wsas
adopted iii order to ensure that the staff
of the Industries Assistance Board would be
fully manned. Mr. Morris took over the
work when it had fallen into a deplorable
state, and he did good work in putting mat-
ters on a sound business basis. And now a
reflection is cas[ oin Mr. Morris by his re-
nioval ; hie is held uip as a man incapable of
general administration. M.Nr. Morris is being0
removed a,, a man found incompetent, and
the Industries Assistance Board are hack on
the man who started as chairman at the very
outset, and who was chairman dulring the
tinie when the board's affairs got into such
a deplorable condition. I am niot going to
hold Mr. Paterson responsible for that, nor
will I in any way cast ,refleetions on M1r.
Paterson's ability as reg-ards the administra-
tion of thle board, because Mlr. Paterson was
called upon to administer the affairs of the
Agrricultural Bank as wvell as the board's
mnatlers. But I wish to point out that Mr.
Paterson was chairman of the board at the
time the board's affairs got into a deplorable
state: And to-day we find that Mr. Morris,
who was called in to put matters right, has
been stood down and Mir. Paterson rein-
stated. That is unfair to Mr. Morris, -who
took over what was undoubtedly a most diffi-
cult task, and performed it to the entire
satisfaction of tine Government. The reason
why 'Mr. M1orris experienced difficulties with
the farmers was that he, looked after the in-
terests of the State. He was most exacting
in seeing that those who were able to repay
portion of their advances from the Govern-
meat should do so. Again, be was pretty
severe in seeing that accounts were rendered,
and that payments were made when possible.

The Premier: Are you perfectly satisfied
with the board's position--

Mr. W. D). JOHNSON: Further, Mir. Mor-
ris was most careful in examining applica-
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tions for assistance. He did not do as was
previously done-take an application at
face value. He went very closely into every
application he dealt with, and if he found
that an applicant was not deserving, then-
I do not say he absolutely refused assist-
ance, but he reduced the amount of the ap-
plication considerably. It was because of
Mr. Morris' continuous personal application,
night after night going back to work and
checking applications, that he became un-
popular with a certain proportion of the
settlers; and to-day he is sacrificed because
of his loyalty to the State, because of his
desire to ensure that only deserving settlers
received assistance, and those only up to
such extent as could be granted in fairness
to the State. Now we find a reflection is cast
upon Mir. Morris. He is thrown aside, and
Air. Paterson is elevated as the one man who
can administer the board's affairs success-
fully.

The Premier: Please answer me this ques-
tion. Are you perfectly satisfied with the
position of the board as you left it!

iMr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am. In connec-
tion with the reorganisation of the board
the Government have, from the point of
view of expense, 'appointed a new board.
Details have never been given of the remun-
eration being paid to the new members of
the board. We do know, however, that there
has been a considerable increase in the staff.
Inspectors have ben appointed, to the num-
ber of 16 or 20, in various parts of the
Stale. These are nowv inspectors, additional
to the country inspectors already represent-
ing the Agricultural Bank. Then, district
offices have been re-established, and their
number has even been added to. Not merely
have the old offices been reopened, but new
offices are being established and new officials
are being appointed. Consequently the ad-
ministrative cost of the board has increased
materially.

Mr. Hudson: Were applications called for
those positions of inspectors?

Mr. W. D, JOHNSON: Yes. I consider
that the Chamber should be informed by
the Minister concerned what the increase
in administrative cost will amount to, and
whether the country can stand the additional
cost, and also whether the increased cost will
he charged tip against individual settlers.

It must be borne in mind that under the
Industries Assistance Act the settlers have
to carry the burden of the cost of adminis-
tration.

The Minister for Railways: How do they
carry it?

-%,r. WV. D. JOHNSON: They have to
carry the cost of administering the board.

The Minister for Railways: It is not
charged to them individually.

Air. W. D. JOHNSON: Undoubtedly it
should be.

The Minister for Railways: No; we charge
them 6 per cent.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: The interest
charge on advances is 6 per cent., but the
administrative cost of the board is un-
doubtedly a charge against the funds of the
board.

The Minister for Railways: Did you
charge it, and how?

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: That is the posi-
tion. I am prepared to admit that up to
date the State has not got that charge back.
I am prepared to admit that the State is
not likely to get it for some years, until
things improve. There is no use in booking
up nil these charges when even the interest
cannot he obtained. The point I want to
make clear is that, as administrative
charges are increased, the burden of the set-
tler is increased, unquestionably.

The Minister for Raiways: how do you
make that out?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Undoubtedly the
settler has to pay.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Who is paying?
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The attitude of

the Minister is practically that it does not
matter how much the administrative costs
relative to the agricultural industry are in-
creased, because the general taxpayer has
to bear those costs. Is that the hon. gen-
tleman's attitude?

The Minister for Railways: An inspector
may save thousands of pounds.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: The system of ad-
ministration by inspectors has already been
tried, and has not been found a success.
Time will prove whether the Mfinister's
methods of administration are anything like
as satisfactory as those of the previous Gov-
ernment. I am convinced that in order to
obtain careful and close administration in
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inaiters of this description, there must be
centralisation under one head. It is not pos-
sible to secure satisfactory and economical
adininistration, fair to the State, by allow-
ing- individuals scattered about thle Country
to exercise iheir individual judgments in re-
gard to advances.

11r- E. B. Johnston: Local control and
local s~ipervision are needed.

Mr. NV. 1), JOHNSON: We hare local
control and local supervision quite enough
on the I art ot the inspectors of the Agricul-
tural Bank. There was no need to appoint
sipecial inspectors for thle board, and time
will p~rove that. There will be friction in
various uistiicta. It is not possible to get
16 or 20 inspectors in various districts to
administer the Act on exactly the same linies.
One inspector will be found taking a liberal
view of the situation and advocating ad-
w'nces in excess of what another inspector
will recommend in another district, with the
results that settlers, on comparing notes, will
be dissatisfied. There will he dissatisfaction
throug-hout the State, dissatisfaction greater
than we have had so far.

Mr. Heitman: That is already the case.
Settlers canluowv be heard complaining
about favouritismn.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: But I am simply
making the point. Time will prove as to
whether the old administration was not more
satisfactory from the State's point of view
and more satisfactory from the agricultural
point of view, than this new system will be.
There is one other point I want to make,
and I think the hon. member for Williams-
Narrogin raised it by question to-day. I
want to draw hion. members' attention to the
effect of it. We have two classes of settlers
in our wheat belt. One class of settler is
under the Industries Assistance Board-and
hie is getting all the assistance that can pos-
sibly he expected. He is going along fairly
comfort ahly. He does not worry a great
deal as to what is going to happen as the
food supplies to himself and family are
secured. If his crops are a failure the
board will have to see him through. But
compare his position to that of the other
settler who has to battle his way through by
ass;istance from other banking institutions
or his; own capital. Let us review the sitla-
tion of the two men. The one man is pay-

ing the Industries Assistance Board six per
cent. interest onl any advances made. The
man who is working on a bank or other
financial institution is paying eight per
cent. The outside man is at least two per
cent, worse off regarding interest. Then,
again, thle man outside has to pay his in-
ierest to the banking institution, but in the
ease of the man who owes it to the Indus-
tries Assistance Board and has not got it
to pay, it does not matter at all. 'Nothing
will be done if he cannot pay. But the out-
side man has to pay his eight per cent.
Then again, the man on the Board gets his
super supplied, and the interest on the super
supplied does not start until the 1st i1lay.
This is as a result of representation I made
to the manufacturers and distributers. I
tried to get it made genera] throughout. the
agricultuiral belt but they would not agree to
it. To the farmers under the Board, although
they get their super supplied in January, no
interest is charged until the 1st May, where-
as the other settler who has to battle out-
side has to pay his interest from the 1st
January. This applies in all eases, except
that he gets th.e usual thirty days, and the
interest continues until the account is paid;
but tile settler under the Industries Assist-
ance Board ]ias no interest charged until the
1st May regardless of the time he gets his
super. Then there are the stores. The man
tinder the board gets cash every month. He
is able with that cash to go to the big shops
in Perth to purchase his stores. The man
who is operating outside has not the 'ready
cash, but goes to the country storekeeper,
and gets a month's credit, with the result
that he buys in the dearest market because
he gets the month's credit, so that the as-
sisted farmer is living considerably cheaper
than the man outside. Then again, with re-
gard to bags all those farmers outside the
hoard will have to pay from 9s. 3d. to 9s, 6d.
The Industries Assistance farmer is in this.
position: Some time ago, before I left office,
while I was in Melbourne, I got information
that it was a good time to buy bags. I
communicated with the board, and asked
them to estimate the requirements of the
farmers on the board with regard to bags.
We had previously been negotiating with
local firms to get jute supplies at a more
reasonable and cheaper rate than the previ-
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ous year. As a result of my negotiations
with the jute merchants we came to an un-
derstanding that we could buy at a good
time through them at a quote to be given
by them, they to do the business at one per
cent. We got the quote, and I immediately
communicated with the board in Perth, ask-
ing them to esiate their requirements and
let me knowv what supplies were needed.
They purchased 6,000 bales of bags and they
got them at 7s. 634d. c.i.f. This did not in-
clude the loading charges. I investigated the
matter and( calculated the loading charges
at is. pcr dozen, but reckon that at Is. 2d.,
the Industries Assistance Board farmers
getting their bags at something like Ss. Sd.
a dozen tinder I he administration of the
Scaddan Government. We bought 6,000
bales; the estimated requirements were
7,000Q but if we do not get rain soon we
wvill not want 6,000 bales.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: I thought by the
criticisms that the Scaddan Government had
(lone nothing for the farmers.

Mr. W1. D. JOHNSON: The Industries
Assistance farmer is in a glorious position.
He is buying under the very best circum-
stances. He is paying less than anyone else
is paying for his interest, and, generally
speaking, lie is absolutely having a time of
no worry at all, because if anything goes
wrong hie is tinder the Board. But what
about the farmer outside the Board? Then
again, the Industries Assistance farmer is
nod only protected from rents and bank
interest but has a moratorium protecting
him from his ofther creditors. There you
have the position of the farner tinder the
Industries Assistance Board. What about
the farmer outside to-day? He is having a
worse time than hie hns had for many many
years. The position is that while he had a
good cr01) Inst 'year the cost was excessive-
greater than it had been for a number of
years-and the playment for his wheat less
than lie got before. 'What I want to do is
to make an alppeal to the Governinent. If
you wvant to save the man. outside the board
from disaster you must either make up that
other 4d.. or throwv open to him the assist-
ance rendered to others by the board.

The M1inister for Railways: It is very
hard do get thie money.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I know, but the
position is very serious indeed, for these men
cannot go on any longer. The position is
simply impossible. You must either put
them tinder the board or pay the extra 4d.
in regard to their wheat. However, I do
not propose to pursue that question any
further. I take it we will have another op-
portunity, because an amendment to the In-
dustries Assistance Act will be necessary,
and no doubt some alterations will be made,
and we will have an opportunity of gener-
ally erificising the administration and pos-
sibly to put the thling on a better basis titan
it has been up to date. I just want also to
refer to the question of bulk handling of
wvheat. I am absolutely convinced after
careful investigation that in order to bring
dtown the cost of farming we must introduce
bulk handling.

The Amister for Railways: We have
already done something in that direction.

Mr. AV D3. JOHNSON: I admit it. The
p~oint the hon. Premier made was that
you were not prepared to proceed with the
agreement that had been drafted. After
consultation wvith the Metcalf Co. and the
Hon. Premier led me to believe that the
terms of that agreement were less favourable
than the terms entered into with the come-
pany) by the New South Wales Government.
That was not so; the terms we secured for
Western Australia were most liberal. I am
absolutely certain on this point. I have
conmpared the various agreements, and the
terms we got are better than the New South
WVales and South Australian Governments
received. Then, again, the reason whty I
would have liked lo see the matter finalised
is flint I believe in bulk handling wve will
get uniformity of system as far as Australia
is concerned. As far as Metcalf are con-
cerned they are commissioned by a definite
agreement to instal hulk handling in New
South Wules or South Australia, and the
Victoria Government have given them a
comnmission to report on the matter for that
State. I wanted to get a reasonable ar-
rangement with the company by which wve
would get a guarantee that right throughout
Australia the system installed would be uni-
form. The advantage would be that Aus-
tralian exports from all the States would be
conducted on the one system; your snachin-
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pry parts would be cheaper and generally
speaking having a uniform system rightl
through would make the cost of adminis-
tration less-than. you would have it if you
hare diffetent systems. There is just the
possibility also that it will facilitate the
shipment if you bare a uniform system
at every port. It is quite possible if you
have different systems that the internal
arrangements of the vessels would be diP-
ferent. If you have an uniform system,
then if a vessel gets to New South Wales
to pick LtJ) a cargo of wheat she can come
to Western Australia with a guarantee that
the conditions will be the same. I trust the
Ministry before they turn it down do not
allow patty bias to prejudice them against
realising that the previous Government did
not rush into it, bitt wvent into it because
they found New South W"ales, South Aus-
tralia, undouhtedly satisfied, and almost
completed the agreement with Mfetcalf.
We tried to come into line so that the four
wheat producing States would have an uni-
form system. Well now, Sir, I want to draw
attention to the price that this country is
paying for the Liberals to hecure the sup-
port of the Country Party, and there is no
dout about the Couintry Party ex;tracting
the last'shilling in regard to the price for
their support. We find already that the
freight rates of our railways have been re-
duced down to at price that shows an ab)-
solute loss on the carriage of super, and not
only that, hut a "special rate. has been ap-
plied now to the carriage of lime.

The Minister for Railways: Was not that
so six years ago?

Mr. W. D. JOENSON: Yes,' it was un-
doubtedly a loss then. As a matter of fact
the amnonint of the freight that was in-
crcasdd by the Scaddan Government did
not show a profit. The Cammissioner for
Railways has stated that even the increased
rate charged by the Scaddan Administra-
tion did not show a profit. Then it must be
homne in mind that each year, as the area
uinder crop increases, the carriage of fer-
tiliser is also increasing, with the result that
the loss each year will show an increase.

'Mr. Thomson: I should like to keep los-
intg on. that proposition.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: it is a question
of whether the State can go On losing
in regard to carriage of lime and super-
phosphates.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston: You get back load-
ing.

Mir. W. D. JOHNSON: I was waiting
for that interjection. The wheat freight
is not a paying freight, and it'does not
pay even with hack loading. Where ar-
rangements can be made for superphos-
phates to go tip and wheat to come down
on the same truteks a- profit can be shown,
but where empty trucks are taken from the
sea board inland in order to get the wheat
across, tile atoitat that that is charged to
bring down the wheat does not represent a
profit to the radlway department. It must
be realised thtat the Railway Department
is carrying a burden which it may be found
in a short time it is incapable of carrying.
To be fair to that enterprise I will say that
the Minister for Works (Hon. W, J. George)
urged upon more than one occasion that
scription it should be given by way of a
sciption it shoutld be given by way of a
treasury vote, and not in such a way as to
penalise the railway revenue, In order to
ascertain what the State might have to
give in the way of a suhsidy of this nature
it should be given by a treasury vote. The
Government hare abolished the terminal
charge un district railways.

Mr. Thomson: Quite right, too.
M1r. W. D. JOHNSON: This represents

the price uf the arrangement made to biring
the Country' Party into line. The charge
on railways under construction had been
reduced from a Losing proposition previous
to the Seaddan Government taking office.
The charges made for .operating railways
under construction for farmers produce
never showed a profit. We reduced it 50
per cent. and showed 50 per cent. loss. Now
this Government have brought it to the
level of the working railway rates, writh
the result that the loss will be greater still.

The Minister for Works: Do you say
there has never been a profit made by the
Public Works Department on lines uinder
construction ?

M1r. W. D. JOHNSON: I say that the
charges have never been profitable to thle
department.

109



[ASSnEBLY.]

The Minister for Works: Then you have
not a futll knowledge of the circumstances.

A]ir. Angwin: We got £13 from one line
and it cost £100 to run it.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am lprepared to
admit that the charges made on railways
under construction on the gold fields are pro-
fitable. The railways under construction in
the agricultural areas, however, have never
been profitable because of the small amount
of freightag-e carried upon tlwmn.

The Minister for Works: I think you are
inistaken.

lAir. WV. D. JOHNSON: If so, I have
been misled by departmental officers,

Mr. Ang-win: They have done better Ellis
year.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I was given to
understand when investigating the ques-
tion, as a result of criticism in Parliament,
that the old rate was not profitable and
though it was reduceed 50 per cent, wre wvere
showing a loss on the operation.

The Minister for Works: That is a pard-
onable mistake.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: On the reduction
of superphosphate rates, the abolition of
the terminal charge, and the reduction in
thle rates on the lines under construction,
we will show a loss in revenue of at least
one hundred thousand pounds a year.
Where, I ask, is that money going to be
made goodq How are we going to square
the finances if we are going to sacrifice our
revenue lo this extent? The only way
that we have been told that the lee-way
is to be made up is by a tax on
amusements. At the best, such a tax
would only bring in from £20,000 to £25,000
a year. There, on the one hand, we have a
tax to raise £25,000 a yea;, while on the
other hand we are directly giving away rev-
enue to the extent of £100,000. If this is
done in regard to agricultural railways, how
will it be with the other railways of the
State? How do tho Government propose
to make up the deficit?

Mr. Thomson: How did you propose to
square the deficit?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Our deficit bas
been increased by these lion, gentlemen, be-
cause they have given away revenue that
we were receiving. Are they going to make

up their deficiencies and this loss by re-
trenchment and by reduction in wages? I
should also like to ask them if they are a
party to the move which has been made in
parts of Australia for the importation of
,Alaltese labour in order to bring about a
reduction of wages within the Common-
weal th I

The Mlinister for Works: That is too ab-
surd.

Air. WV. D. JOHNSON: The fact remains
that MIaltese labour is being imported into
Australia to-day.

ilr. Fleitmazn: Surely not with the con-
sent. of the Federal Government?

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: This labour is
beingy introduced into Australia, and 1 want
tile Gjovernment to understand that if this
imlported labour comes to 'Western Aus-
tralia they will undoubtedly have trouble.
Western Australia will not allow this
consideration to be extended to one in-
dustry to enable the Government to make
up the lee-way in finances by penalising thle
workers and commercial community in other
parts of the Slate. According to the Pre-
mier, the only way the Government can make
up this lee-way is by imposing a tax on
amusements, but that is not going to make
up the difference. The only -way, therefore,
that he can make up the difference and
square up the finances is either by means
of retrenchment or a reduction in wages. If
I am wrong in my supposition, how is it
that we have not beard from the Premier
on the Point?

The Alimister for Works: Do you charge
the Government with either favouring or
bringing into the State 'Maltese labour?

Air. W. D. JOHNSON: I would not put
it past the Government, or put anything past
them. I only made reference to the matter.
Maltese labour is being introduced into Aus-
tralia to-day, and I only wanted to say that
it must not be extended to Western Austra-
lia.

The Minister for Works: It is only an-
other red herring dragged across the trail.
You know it is not truie.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: We want to hear
what the attitutde of the Government is to-
wards the industrial concerns, which have a
practical bearing on the cost of living ani1
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a practical bearing upon the lives of the
working or consuming population 6f the
metropolitan area and other industrial
centres. We find that so far as expenditure
upon the agricultural industries is concerned,
the Government are lavish and careless as
to tlt( amount of revenue which they writs
off. But when they come to tackle trading
concerns which have been operated to the
advantage of the consuming or labour l)opu-
lation, they go to the other extreme. They
are guided by consideration for one section
of the community against the other. They
extend consideration to one section but not
to the other. There are many of these State
Trading concerns which, if not directly pro-
fitable, have undoubtedly had a wholesome
cheek upon the exploitation of the consumers
by private enterprise.

The M1.inister for Railways: Meat has
never been so dear as since the establish-
ment of the meat shop.

Mr. Mfullany: Von have never had the
same experience to go through as you have
now. Mieat is cheaper here thai? anywhere
else in the Commonwealth.

11r. Wv. D. JOHNSON: Let us examine
for a moment some of the State trading
concerns, more particularly those -which were
dealt with last evening by the Premier. Upon
some of these trading concerns he gave a
definite pronouncement as to what the inten-
tions of the Government were. He dealt
for instance with State steamships. He said
he would sell these vessels, and particularly
mentioned that the Government were pre-
pared to sell the State steamship "Kan-
garoo." It must be borne in mind that the

"Kan-roo"was purchased for a definite
purpose, in order that the Government might
hare available, when the Wyndham freezing
works were completed, a boat suitable for
the carriage of frozen meat to the different
ports of the world. All that had to be done
with her to make her suitable for the trade
was the insulation of her holds, and
the Government would then have had a
boat capable of carrying meat over-
seas. There was great difficulty in getting
a boat to call in at Wyndham, and in order
to ensure that the Works would be operated
when completed it was necessary to have
at hand a vessel ready to carry the produce
of the works to the markets of the world.

17(

When the Premier talks of selling the "Kani-
garoo," hie must bear in mind that be will
have difficulty at the Works if he is not in
possession of this, or some other vessel,

M-r. Mullany: He will not sell it.
Hon. J. 1). Connolly (Honorary Minis-

ter) : Do you think the "Kangaroo" would
be suitable if she were fitted up?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Undoubtedly.
Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-

ter) : She is too big.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Not at all.
Mr. Mullany: She is not big enough.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The determina-

tion of the Government to sell the steamers
is a fact worth putting on record, as being
a determination completely OLut Of Step With
the attitude adopted by other parts of the
Empire. We have only got to look at Eng-
land to-day. She is to a large extent con-
trolling shipping. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, too, only recently purchased a
number of ships, and have therefore taken
up State steamers.

Mr. Mull any: The British Government
have taken over all the coal ivithin the last
few months.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: I am only speak-
ing of steamships at the present time. The
New Zealand Government decided to pur-
chase a fleet, and we find in other parts of
the world that Governments are going into
the question, and are realising that the State
in order to get the best results for their
p~roduers must not only operate the rail-
ways, in order to carry the goods across to
the seaboard, but must also operate on the
sea in order! to secure reasonable rates for
the producers. And yet we find in Western
Australia where we have got established a
fleet already and where we pioneered the
question of the establishment of water car-
riage by the State, that the Government are
making this retrogressive step of selling the
fleet already in existence.

The Minister for Works: Surely you are
not proud of that fleet

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am, and proud
of the fact that we established that fleet.
The only vessel with which we had any diffi-
culty was the "West Australian." T will ad-
mit that she was a sad experience, and that
those responsible for her purchase did not
do justice to the State. We overcame that

ill
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difficulty, however. We have the "West AiS-
tralianr" operating now at a profit, and the
other vessels of the fleet are undoubtedly
suitable for the work they are called upon to
do. Generally speaking the conditions along
the Nor'-West coast are tatisfactory and far
more so than they would have been under
private enterprise. Operations along that
coast are conducted at a much cheaper rate
than on any other coast in the world.
Freights have not gone up as they have gone
up elsewhere. Instead of reducing the oper-
ations of the State steamers the Government
should be increasing them, and instead of
selling the vessel they should be buying more.
if the Country Party would only realise
that the primary producers are going to
get the very best results from their pro-
ducts by this very trading concern they
would tackle the question just as
keenly as they have tackled the ques-
tion of getting cheap railway rates
There is no question but that the operations
of the State steamers and the establishment
of State butcher shops have undoubtedly
kept down the price of meat in the metro-
politan area. It can possibly be said that
we have not shown a great profit, but there
has not been a great loss in connection with
the State meat stores. These State meat
stores have had a mighty influence upon the
price of meat, and in Subiaco and Midland
Junction where the shops have been closed
down the price of meat will immediately go
up to the consumer on account of competi-
tion with private enterprise having been
removed. I regret very much that the State
butcher shops have been closed in these cen-
tres.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 until ?.30 p.m.

Mr. W. D. jOHNSON: Before tea
I was expressing my regret at the
action of the Government in closing the
butchers, shops at Midland Junction and
Subinco. I pointed out that, in my opinion,
there would be an immediate increase in the
price of meat to consumers in those centres,
as the result of the closing of the Govern-
ment shops. I sincerely trust that before
any, further closing is done the Government
will observe the effect at Midland Junction
and Subiaco. The State hnlfaberies, are not

concerns from which large direct profits
should be expected. They were established
for the purpose of regulating and control-
ling the price of meat to the consuamer. They
have served their purpose, and served it
well, and without any rent loss, if with aniy
loss, to the State. The shops usually just
got round. There are two trading concerns
with regard to whbich 1 desire to mention
the reasons which actuated the past Gov'-
ement in establishing them. I single out
those two concerns because the Premier
specially dealt with them. I refer to the
ferries and the brick -works. Let us exam-
inc the position as regards the ferries when
the Government took them over. Just about
the tune when we took office, there were
operating between the Barrack-street jetty
and South Perth twvo ferry companies in
competition. The result of that competition
was reasonable fares to those who patron-
ised the f erries. However, just before
Christmas the company controlled by Mr.
Copley bought out its competitor, and ima-
mediately 'increased fares, with the result
that a great agitation arose and that an
appeal was made to the Government for
protection. It is true that the request made
to the Government was that users of the
ferry should be enabled to municipalise the
undertaking. This proposal the Gov-
ernment did not view with favour, be-
cause we thought it desirable, judging
from the experience other Australian States
had had of private enterprise operating
ferries, that the Government control should
not be limited to a particular portion of the
river, but should extend as settlement pro-
gressed. Immediately on taking control,
we reduced the fares, and we also gave bet-
ter facilities. It is true that after a while
we were obliged to reduce the service in
some directions; but that was done only
after the residents of Sonth Perth had real-
ised that the Government bad made an honest
effort to give the best possible service. The
traffic, however, and the indncements did
not justify the continuance of the full ser-
vice. The ferries, as the Premier has pointed
out, were run at a profit f or some time.
The lion. gentleman claims that because there
has recently been a loss it is evident that
the State control has failed. Plainly, the
Premier anticipates going back to the con-
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trot lie favours, private enterprise.. I wish
to point out, however, that the profits earned
by die ferries were due largely to the at-
traction of the zoological gardens, and that
of recent times, especially during thre last
12 months, the attraction of the zoological
g'ardens has not been so great by reason of
the counter-aottraction of Blackboy Camip.

Hon. J. D. Connoll 'y (Honorary 1iiis-
t er) ;Yet the receipts were g-reater titan
thie year before.

Mr. W. 1). JOHNSON: 'flit ay be so.
lbut there w~as a falling, off also in tie 1 c-
vious year. Thle fact remains thant the traffic
to the zoological g-ardens is not so great as
it used to be before the war, and that the
ICeOi to whotdo travel prefer to 1-o to Black-
hov Camnp, where they hiave relatives or
fri ends. Thlit is thle counter at tract ion. Con-
-eqiuently it is unfnir to judge the value of
the ferries duriiig war time. Their value
should he estimated as ini the conditions pie-
va iliiig vdhen private enterprise controlletI
thle undertaking. Taking that view, it will
lie realised that, in the interests of all, the
State Should maintain control of the ferries.
Le Lias remember that thle State did not em-

1;k on I he ui dertak in o becaiise the Gov-
erment desired to do so; the Government
intervened at the request of the users of the
ferries.

Trhe Premier: But you will admit that
you made a failure of the ferriesl

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: No. The lion.
gentleman is always as unfair as hie possibly
can be. To be fair, he should have said last
night that the loss on the ferries was due,
not to the fact that the boat which had been
obtained was unsuitable, but to the falling
off of trade and lpatronage. Owing to these
factors the patronage accorded to the boat
was less than anticipated when she was built.

The Premier: A loss of £42,000.
'Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Because of the

war people have not travelled to the same
extent. The fact that the ferries proved
profitable in ordinary times shows that the
lion, gentleman is unfair now-

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the hon. mem-
her to withdraw that remark. I w'ant to
draw his attention to the fact that it is un-
parliamentary.

31T. W. D. JOHNSON: This is the first
time I knewv, Sir, that to accuse an bion.
member of being unfair is unparliamenitary.

Mr. SPEAKER: I pointed that out last
night.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am aware of
that, Sir, it was the first time I knew that
the expression had to be withdrawn. I will
wvitlhdrawv it.

Alr. SPEAKE i: :An lion, membher ay
say that a remark is unfair. but not thlat an
hin. inemhier is inifair. Th la tter means
that the lion. member referred to is never
fair.

Tie Preimier : 'flit is what tile ineniber
for Guildford intended to conveyv.

M'ir. AV. D. J OHNSON : fn the matter of
the ferries the Covernment intervened at
the request of those w'ho were users of the
ferries when controlled by private enter-
prise. Similarly, T wish lion. members to
realise that the late Glovernment dlid not
eiiter upon the erection of brickworks
simply because they desired to control brick-
works, The late Government embarked
upon the erection and eqluipmnent of brick-
works because flint course was absolutely
essential in (lie interests of the State. 1
desire to give lion, members, in this connec-
tion, one or two experiences I had as Mnm-
ister for Works in regard to the purchase
of bricks. When I was a member of the
flaglish Ministry it was proposed to erect
at large extension of the asylum at }'re-
mantle. In order that we might obtain the
necessary bricks at the cheapest p)ossible
rate, 1, knowing that we had to deal with
fihe brick combination, decided to call ten-
tlers for one million bricks. Tenders were
dulyv submitted, but it was evident that thre
tenderers hadt got their heads together, be-
cause the prices quoted were higher than
those at which I as a contractor could havn
bought bricks in comparatively small quan
tities. It was very significant, too, that Mif
Coombe was not amongst the tenderer
The brickworks controlled by iMr. Coomi
Was one of (hlose producing the very hoc
class of bricks. Just about the time
lendering. -.%r. Coonmbe wvas absent in I a
Eastern States, or at all events away fr n
the nietropolitan district. Later, at Muj s-
i-jul party were inspecting the profit Md
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route of the Jaindacot-Armadale railway.
When we arrived at Armaclale we were in-
vited by the residents to have a look round
thle district, and amongst other things shown
to us was the brickworks controlled by Air.
Coombe. At the works Mr. Coombe Dointed
vilE to u's a huge stack of bricks, and, doubt-
less influenced by political feeling, said that
the trade had fallen off to such an extent-
tile Labour Government were then in powver
-that lie could not sell his bricks. I said
straight off to him, "How much wvill you
take for one million bricks, with a fair per-
centage of face bricks and( a fair percentage
of othersi"

,)r. S. Stubbis: How long was this after
lie had been asked to tender 9

2r. W. D. JOHNSON: Almost ininedi-
ately after. Mir. Coombe quoted a price. I
was accompanied by Air. jult and another

officer, and I. at once turned round to them
and said, "T have got this price from Mr.
Coombe; now% v ou fix up and settle the
deal." After the transaction had been
closed, I asked Mr. Coombe how it wvas that,
file Government having called tenders for
one million bricks, lie hand not tendered.
Mir. Coombe turned to his manager, who
said that hie had not seen the advertisement.
H~owever, those who did tender must have
known that Air. Coombe was not going to
compete, because the prices quoted were
largely in excess of that at wvhich we ulti-
inately bought from him, and lie had not tenl-
dered. The incident demonstrated to me that
ain understanding was operating to the detri-
lnenl of thle State. Let me give another ex-
perience. Later, T had occasion, owing to

filhe industrial conditions prevailing in
b~rickworks, to organise the brickmakcrs'
employ"%s. The organisation muet tile em-
ployers, and eventually secured from them
an industrial agreement giving the emn-
lployees somewhat better conditions than
those obtaining before the organisation was
formed. The better conditions and the in-
crensed payments granted were equivalent
to about is. per thousand on the price of
bricks. Immnedliately afterwards the emn-
lo vers raised the price of bricks hy .5s.
per thousand, thus giving their employees
Is. and taking 4s. to themselves. No doubt,
in dealing with customers flip employers

justified the increase in price by the increase
in wages and by the improved conditions
granted to the employees. Let mec give yet
another experience. When the Scaddan Gov-
ernment, on taking office, proposed to erect
wvorkers' homes, tenders were again called
for the supply of, I think, one million
bricks. The object we had in view at that
t ime was to get file price for bricks down,
so that we might make available a certain
quantity for Government purposes and dis-
tribute a further quantity for the erection
of workers' homes. The lowest tenderer on
that occasion was Mr. Lawv, and he submitted
a sample of the bricks for which he quoted.
.k. number of M~r. Law's bricks-!I am speak-
ing from memor 'y in this matter again-
went to tile asylumn for a job to be done
there. 'The first lot supplied by Mr. Lawv
were, I think, fairly satisfactory; but later
the quality deteriorated considerably, be-
coming so bad that the matter was reported.
Mr. Law's attention was called to the fact
that thle quality of his bricks was below the
standard of the sample which had been sub-
initted. The attitude hie took up was that
thie quality he had supplied was the best be
could do, and that if we did not like the
quality lie could not do any better. The
result was that the contract which had been
entered into was broken; be would not ful-
fil it. I was tinder the impression that his
deposit was forfeited, but I hlave been in-
formed this evening that it was not. I am
convinced that the alteration in the quality
of the bricks was introduced for the special
purpose of breaking the contract; it was
broken because it became known that we
wvere going to use these bricks in connection
with the building of workers' homes.

The Minister for Works: Whiy was the
deposit returned?

.Nr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am not sure
that it was returned; I have only been in-
formed that it was. In my opinion the con-
tract was broken because we were buying
the bricks wholesale to retail them out to
those who were going to build homes for
henmselves.

Thue Premier: I do not for one moment
believe that Mr. Law made bad bricks for
thep purpose of breaking thie contract.
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Mr. W1. 1). JOHNYSON: I repeat that hie
supplIied bad bricks. The bon. gentleman
knows that Mr. Law was making two classes
oft bricks, and those that he supplied to us
were not uip to the sample on which be
tendered. We found that the position was
so unsatisfactory that 1, as Minister, was
convinced that something would have to be
done. The officers of the department were
dissatisfied. The price for the best class of
bricks was unduly high, and we arrived at
the stage when there was only one yard that
could supply bricks up to the standard re-
quired for Government purposes. They
were able to dictate their own prices. it
was essential, therefore, to erect Stale works
in order to maintain the supply of bricks at
a reasonable rate, and from experience we
found that there was a combination in ex-
istence to rule the prices, and that the small
consumers and contractors were suffering in
consequence. The Premier told us that he
is going to lease or sell the State Brickworks
because there has been a loss of £1,000. As
a matter of fact there has not been a loss
at all. We have supplied to the State no
fewer than 1,700,000 first class bricks and
we supplied them at the rate of 40s. per
thousand, -whereas just before the establish-
Lnent of the State Brick Works we were
paying 63s. for the same class of brick.

Mr. Nairn: What was your contract price
with MAr. Law?

Mr. W. 0. JOHNSON: I forget what it
was.

Mr. Nairn: But that is very important.
Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: It is not. As I

have staled, just before the State Briel
Works were opened we were paying 63s.
per thousand for first class bricks. The
State came in and supplied them at the rate
oft 40s. and up to the 30th June the total
supplied, as I have told lion. members, was
1.700,000.

Hon. J. D. Connotly (Honorary Mfinis-
ter) - The 63s. bricks were specials.

AMr. W. D. .JORNSOX: The bricks I am
referring to were first class bricks, not
specials. We had been paying 65s. for
specials. We also charged more for special
bricks. The bricks to which I have been
referring are those used in Government
buildings, and the total supplied by the

S-tate Brick Works. were first class. To be
fair to the brick works we have to realise
thle advantage that has accrued to the State
by their establishment, If we take the dif-
ference between 63s. and the amount the
!State works supplied them for, covering the
1,700,000 bricks,. we can soon arrive at the
stun that we would have had to pay private
enterprise at the higher cost. Thus bon.
members will see the State saved consider-
ably more titan the £1,000 to which the Pre-
mtier referred as the loss incurred. When
the works got properly under way we were
making bricks for something like 32s. per
thousand and we were getting 40s. for them.
From experience we knew that a combina-
tion existed in the brick trade and in order
to relieve the State and the private consumer
from paying an excessive price because of
the existence of that combination, it was de-
cided to establish the State works. That
had the effect of reducing the price of bricks
to the general consumer and it undoubtedly
made a vast difference in the cost of build-
ing operations carried out by the public de-
partments- What do we find to-day? Re-
gardless of the fact that bricks were being-
produced at 32s. the present Government
increased the price of them by 5s.

The Minister for Works: Why? Because
they east more than 40s. to make.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The cost was 32s.
so the management informed us, and there is
no reason to believe that the management
would deliberately misrepresent the position.
If the bon. gentleman was informed that the
cost was 40s., then two different tales have
been told by the manager.

The Premier: he is wrong.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am prepared

to take the manager's figures.
The Minister for Works: You would not

take the accountant's figures, I suppose,
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, if given to

its in detail and the manager was allowed
to comment on them; then I would be satis-
fled.

.11. Green: To whom are you selling the
bricks? I suppose you have a gang you are
selling them to. 'You are the wreckers.

The Premier: You can come in, if you
like.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Since the present
Minister for Works has assumed control he
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has increased the price of bricks by 5s. per
thousand. That bas bean deliberately done
to allow the outside brick yards to raise
their price and I have been informed that
this has taken place already. It is true that
they dlid not put tip the price immediately,
but private enterprise, in order to get estab-
lished again, kept to the price that had been
dictated by the State brick yards, but having
got control of the trade once more owing to
the Minister for Works removing the corn-
petition of the State, they increased the
price and now it will be found that it will
go up to the general consumer 4s. or 5s, per
thousand.

The Premier: The seine thing was said
in regard to fish.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: The price of fish
was reduced by the establishment of the
State fish stalls. It was controlled by a
gang of Greeks and Italians, or practically
all Greeks, and it was to prevent the com-
bination of these people from exploitiag the
community that the Government fish stalls
were established, and the establishmeut was
justified.

The Premier: But you did not stop them,
that is the trouble.

Mr. W,. D. JOHNSON: The fact remains
that the ipuhlie of Perth can get a supply
of wholesome and fresh fish at a reason-
able rate.

The Premier: Not a penny cheaper.
Air. W. D. JOHNSON: Undoubtedly the

price of fish has been reduced As a result
of the competition. It is a remarkable thingy
that the Premier would sell the brick works
which have brought about a reduction in the
price of huilding in and around the metro-
politan area, but he would not get rid of the
ferries, nor the State Implement Works, nor
the saw mills. All this is signiaceant. The
sale of the implement works would affect
the Ministerial cross-benches and, again, the
disposal of the saw mills would affect the
Country party. The Government will not
say what they will do in regard to these twvo
en terprises, but anything that concerns the
metropolitan ares can be closed down.

The Minister for Works: Why did you
close down the brick works before we took
office?

31r. W. D. JOHNSON: We had a suffil-
cient supply of bricks on hand until further

orders camne in. I would have no objection
to tile bon. gentleman closing down the pipe
works until the supply of pipes made be-
camne exhausted.' The Premier does not say
that he is going to close down any of these
works; he says he is going to sell or lease
them. I sin not going to deal with the
figures which have been supplied by the
Premier, because they may or may not be
correct. Under the Trading Concerns Act
we are to have balance-sheets of all the en-
terprises, and we can well wait until these
are before us before we criticise them. That
the figu1-res were beyond the Premier was
evidenced by the way he became involved.
'The tea adjournment helped him out of a
great difficulty; he was able during that ad-
jourrnent to communicate with somebody
by telephone, and when he returned to the
House hie explained that, while he was not
able to understand the position before tea,
he would then put it before hon. mlembers
so that they might understand it.

The Premier: You give us the figures.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I am going to

wait for the audited balance sheet. But the
bon. gentleman was decidedly more unfair
when he dealt with the Esperance land. He
repeated what he has been saying, and what
the Press has been saying over and over
again, that the Labour Government sup-
pressed the report wade by Mr. Miann in re-
gard to 'soil analyses and the presence of
salt in the Esperance laud.

The Premier: So they did.
Mr. Walker: The analysis of the soil was

published.
)r- W. D. JOHNSON: Tn order to denm-

onstrate the unreliability of the hon. gentle-
man, if T cannot einphasise his unfairness,
let uts take his attitude towards the hon. Mr.
Drew. Tf the Premier could not be fair to
the Labour Government he might at least
have been fair to M1r. Drew, and quoted Mr.
Drew's speech wade in 1912 just after the
report came ini. He did not do so, however,
but instead referred to what Mr. Drew said
in 1915, because the -remarks made by Mr.
Drew in 1912 would not suit his book. He
consequently turned them down and quoted
instead the speech maede in 1915 as a correct
record of the remarks of Mr. Drew on this
matter. He did this whilst he must have
known it to be incorrect-that is, if he made
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inquiries, and he shiould have made investi-
gations so as to he fair, In 1912 in speak-
ing on the Bill for the construction of the
Norseman-Esperance railway, quoted in
Mansard, page 4094, on the 3rd December,
1912-I am dealing with Mr. Drew's speech
on the question of the railway-

Samples of the soils were taken and
examined, the examination of some being
conducted by 'Mr. _11an,', the Government
Analyst. Air. Mlann reported (hiat lie
found in some of the samples a high per-
centage of salt, and the analysis of fur-
ther samples disclosed generally the fire-
sence of salt.

Hon. J1. F. Cullen: There is plenty of
salt.

The Hon. J. F. Cullen must have seen the
report in ordler to make an interjection of
that description.

The limit of tolerance of wheat for salt
is placed by Mr. Mlann at .05 per cent.;
by Hulyard, the greatest living authority
on soils, the limit is placed at .25 per
cent.; and by Keainey, renowned in
Egyvptian and American; agriculture, the
limit is placed at from .25 per cent, to .4
per cent.

That gives the direct contradiction to the
.statement repeatedly' made by the hon. the
Premier that we suppressed the report made
by Mr. Yann. As a mailer of fact, the re-
port was placed on the Table for lion. main-
lbcrs to read for themselve'. if they hind any
desire to follow it up. There is here a de-
finite reference to it in 'Mr. Drew's speech,
.and if members were interested why did
they not inquire as to where the report was?
The fact is the Premier was quite satisfied
without inquiring further, In order to show
more distinctly how unfair the hon. gentle-
man is I may sa 'y that the very soils them-
selves which were analysed were taken in a
ease to the Legislative Council, and each
boitle was labelled with the analysis.

Hon. 3I. I. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : When!

.Nr. W. DI. JOHNSON: During the 1913
debate.

Hon. J. DI. Connolly (Honorary Mfinis-
ter) : No. certainly not. I was there.

Mr. W. DI. JOHNSON: Members of the
Legislative Council have assured me they
were there, Mr. Drew and others say that

they saw' them-it is merely a question of
who is right. Will the Honorary Minister
deny that the bottles were there as I have
stated?

Hon. J. DI. Connolly (Honorary Mlinis-
ter) : They were certainly not there to my
knowledge. They may have been under the
21Mister's seat.

.4r. AV. DI. JOHNSON : I have proved
that A r. D rew (lid d1rawv attention defi nitely
to tis relport by Mr. Mlann.

The P'remier: He did aot; lie mentioned
mlerely that analysis had been adne.

'Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Lie drew atten-
tion to the fact of the presence of salt in
the soil.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Mlinis-
ter) : Where is the remark by the then Col-
oniail Secretary that the bottles or exhibits
of soil werec there

MAr. WA. DI. JOHNSON : Mr. Drew has
told me that the bottles were there, and that
Memibers saw them there, and also that nean-
hers knew the reason for their being- there,
namiely, to show the analyses of the soil.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary 'Minis-
ter) : He never drew members' attention to
them.

Mr. Nairn: 3\r. Mann's analysis of the
soil is not quoted; why was that?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: It is remarkable
that 11,c accusation against the late Govern-
ment is that wve suppressed the report. In
the extract I have just i-cad the then Col-
onial Secretaryv makes definite reference to
the report, and has stated that the soils
were there with the analysis on them-and
Mr. ',\ann's report was on the Table of the
House for hon. members to peruse. But
merely because Mr. Drew did not read the
whole of the report. members opposite now
sa 'y the report was suppressed. that it was
not published. To convince bon. members
opposite of the unfairness of their
leader--

Mfember: We are quite convinced on that
point.

Mir. W. I. JOHNSON: I know youa are.
The Esplerance Railway ITeague hiavinw seen
Mr. Mfann's report-and where did they get
that report unless we had made it public?
-issued 5.000 copies of a manifesto, and
each member of Parliament was supplied
with a copy. There are four or five columns
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dealing (definitely with Mr. Mann's report
and replying to it. The manifesto goes on
to give quotations from l% Mtann's report,
anid then combats those by information
gathered from other quarters. Yet we are
told that the Government suppressed the
report. The fact is the Esperance railway
had to be closed down, and the Government
seized upon this as an excuse and have made
misstatements in regard to it in an endeav-
our to justify their action, and the local
Press is backing them up.

Tho Premier: Why?
Mr. W.. ID. JOHNSON: Because they are

opposed to it for political party purposes,
and the line had to be closed down for that
reason. We know that the hon. gentleman
opposite encouraged the farmers in that dis-
trict to go on to this land. The member for
Northam promised that Agricultural Bank
assistance would be forthcoming and had
sent down to them forms to be filled in for
the purpose. He made that promise in writ-
ing.

The Premier: Who did?
Mr. WV. ID. JOHNSON: The Liberal Gov-

ernment.
The Premier: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. W. ID. JOHNSON: I have seen let-

ters from the Agricultural Bank, and I have
seen also the forms which were sent down
to these p~eople to be filled in and signed,
after they had taken up their land, and to
be returned to the Agricultural Hank in order
to secure assistance. But that assistance
wvas suddenly cut off. The real reason of
the opposition to the Esperanee land does
not come from an agricultural standpoint;
it is an ati-goldflelds opposition. The op-
position to the railway was anti-goldields
ait the start, and the hon. member has con-
tinued it ever since.

Hon. J. ID. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I thought it was an agricultural line.

Mr. W. ID. JOHNSON: So it is. But
the opposition to it has not been from an
agricultural standpoint. To show the abso-
lute unfairness of the opposition to the
Esperance line we might compare the Goy-
ernmient attitude on this question of the
high percentage of salt with the conditions
at Wadderin. Reports of a character most
damaging to the Wadderin land have come

to hand. But we did not go on to the house-
tops to proclaim their failure and the loss
of tens of thousands of pounds of agricul-
tural money invested, the numbers of ruined
farmers. We did not do this with the view
to damning the agricultural industry; but
anything is apparently right wvhieh will in-
jure the goldfields by trying to damn the
agricultural possibilities of this line. The
Esperance iettlers have never had a chance,
and they never wvill have a chance under the
present Government. The Labour Govern-
ment gave them a fair chance of establish-
ing a flourishing industry, and they would
have done so had the member for Northam
(Eon. J. Alitchell) stuck to the promise
made of Agricultural Hank assistance, and
had helped those people with superphos-
phates, etcetera, in the same way as the
settlers in the eastern agricultural belt have
been helped. The Esperance land has been
condemned beeause the people were com-
pelled to attempt farming under impossible
conditions.

The Premier: Wh y did you not do some-
thing for them; you had five years?

Mr. W. ID. JOHNSON: I maintain that
no man can make a success of a farming
proposition who is placed at more than 15
miles from a railway station. Apparently
the Esperance farmer is expected to make
a success of it even though he be placed 40
or even 50 miles from a market. In the
eastern belt the limit is placed at 12V2
miles from a railway; if he is outside that
.you have to give him all kinds of Govern-
ment assistance. The hon. the Prcmi( r will
Jprobably retort that lie has appointed a
Royal Commission; but wvhat kind of a Com-
mission is it? Why was it necessary to go
to Mr. Dempster, who is known to be not
strongly in favour of the agricultural de-
velopment of thle district, lie being a pas-
toralist? Why did the Government lict go
to Grass Patch and select as a member of
the Commission the manager at Grass
Patch, who has been struggling with his
proposition for years? Why did they not
select men who knew something about the
agricultural industry?

The Premier: What is the average per
acre?7

Mr. W. D3. JOHNSON: What is the
average in the Mount Marshall district?
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The Government in selecting its Comimis-
sion should -have secured the services of
some of the settlers in the mallee country.
Instead of doing so they have appointed
a commission composed of Mr. Dempster,
who is certainly not favourable, and Mr.
Padhury, who knows nothing about the
country. The Premier expects to get from
that commission the class of report that
wvill suit him-but I am certain a report
which will condemn one section of the cone-
try to be sacrificed will not suit the people
of this State.

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Liberal Gov-

ernment placed those settlers there.
The Premier: We did not.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: You took their

cash and sent them on to the land. As a
matter of fact the results obtained at Es-
perance compare favourably with results
obtained at 31t. Marshall and Lake Brown,
yet Agricultural Bank assistance has been
rendered to settlers there and, while prac-
tically all in that area have abandoned their
holdings, the area has not been condemned.
But because the people of Esperance have
had no assistance, arid no opportunity for
using sup)erphosphate, the Esperance land is
condemned without giving them a chance at
all.

The Minister for Works: Did not you
render them assistance?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, during the
drought, that was all.

The -Minister for Works: They got the
money, then.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: That was only
during- last year. In previous years they
received no Government assistance.

The Minister for Railways: You know
very well that they did.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not propose
to pursue the matter any further. I have
said sufficient to show that the Premier w-as
unfair when hie declared the report had been
suppressed. It was not suppressed. It was
made public and was replied to in a leaflet
a copy of which was sent to each member.
It was well known that Mr. Mann had
issued a report. Mr. Mann made a serious
mistake in regard to thle sedative salt. It
has been explained to me by the highest

authority in Western Australia, an author-
ity equal perhaps to any in the Common-
wvealth, that there are two salts to be found
in certain soils, one being sodium carbon-
ate of salt, and the other sodium chloride
of salt. The percentages which Mr. Mann
worked upon are about the highest per-
centages of sodium carbonate which the soil
can contain without injury to plant life;
in the case of sodium chloride of salt, the
percnlage can be four or five times as high
without (detriment. T'ie mistake made by Mr.
Mann was in assuming that this was
sodium carbonate, when, as a matter of
fact, it was sodium chloride. The hon.
gentleman is not prepared to put anl expert
soil analyst on this commission of investi-
gation.

The Premier: I am prepared to have
you send all the experts before the commis-
sion.

Mdr. Walker: Why have you not sent down
an expert?

The Premier: Why have the crops there
not grown?

Mir. Walker: Why dlid they not grow
in the wheat belt in that year? They were
killed 1b'y rust in your established wheat
areas, and they wvere so treated in the Es-
jieranee district also.

The Premier: They have never growvn
there.

Mr. Walker: They have.
Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: Mr. Mlann made

a very great mistake and has done a great
injury to the area under consideration, and
hie shiould be called upon to explain why
hie did not investigate further before pub -
lishing his conclusions.

TPle Premier: Why (lid not you call upon
him to explain?

Mrf. W. D. JOHNSON: We were satis-
fied that Mr. Mfann's conclusions were in-
correct. but the present Ministers have con-
demnied the whole of the agricultural belt
in consequence of having accepted Mr.
Mfann's report as being correct. We,
knowing that the report was incorrect, did
not take the matter seriously. Ministers
have talked a great deal about suppressing
Mr. M1ann's report. Why has not Mr. Sut-
ton's report been published?9

The Minister for Railways: You are
quoting from it.
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Mr. AV. D. JOHNSON: No, I have never
seen it. I cailed upon 'Mr. Sutton to reply
to the report of 'Messrs. Richardson and
Cook. Before leaving office I asked Itin if
his report was complete. He said it was
then alimost ready%, and I now wont to know
why it has; been suppressed.

'rTe Mfinister for Railways: It has not
been Supl)pressed.

Mr. W. I). JOHNSON: Why hals it not
been made public? You have condemned
the industry by quoting Mr. Mann's report:
Iwhy not give Mr. Suitton's reply if vyou
4t?

.The Minister for Railways: We have sup-
pressed nothiiit. The file, as placed on the
Table, wvas not in any way mutilated.

Mlr. IV. 1). JOIINSON: Well, we have
the papers on thle Table and I iil not lpar-
sue [lie subject an u urtiier just now.
Briefly, I wish to deal with tile subject of
finance, as laid before the Chamber last even-
ing, by the Premier. The lion, member dle-
cl ared flint the deficit is to be funded. We
all knew lie would take that course as soon
ats lie got the cloance.. It is one way' ot
hr,'shi nu. aside the 4difficul ty, and in 12
months lime hie willI decl are that lie wipod
it omit. In order thai lie might hove for hi n-
self 9s clean a1 sheet as possihle, lie has a
dragnet committee at wvork endeavnurinQ- to
bri rig to account every possibile itemn wh~ich
miirht have been brought to account in *Iune
last. This, of course, so thlit while hie is
funding the defirit hie can make it as broad
as possible.

'Nr. S. Stubbs: What is wrong with that?
The Premier: Do You wanit me to carry

your debts? Will you justify your itemsr
in last year's nccountsg

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I was not Tress-
urer. but I will willingly ex plain all that
concerns me. If Mr. Seaddan were here I.e
couild rel- *lv to every item, and much mnore
con, irehensi ely than I am going. to do.
However, there are one or two itenis wichl
I know something of, and I will recount
them as samples of what t li on. member is
dloingL. Bear' in mind that the Auditor Glen-
eral investigales all accounts that are not
brought to account on thme 30th June. When
lie lion, gentleman wvent out of offie

in 1911, declaring that hie had a credit baT-

once of £:13,000, the Auditor General said
that lie had to bring to account ;E50,I0lt
which should have been paid by the 30th,
-]itlie.

The Premier: le dlid nothing of thie sort.
Mr. WX. D. JOHNSON: It is in his re-

port.
Th~e Premier: It is not, and I defy you ro

prove it.
*Mr. IV. D. JOHNSON: We will have a

discussion later on the projected Bilt, and
we wili then see.

"'le Premier: You knowv you are makin~g
tin incorrect statenment.

11r. AV. 1). JOHNSON: The Auditor lien-
cral said that thle hall. gentleman had not
paid all account.% due on the :30th Jumie, 1911.

Time Premier: You have never done it.
.1r. IV. 1). JOHNSON: I merely say that

you have not done it.
Thne Premier: These accounts wvere paid,

butt wev~e not charged up.
Mr. IV. D. JOHNSON: Let uts take one

itei for which thne lion. member was respon-
sible. I-I stated that £-10,000 odd in respect
to the raising and strengthening- of the Vic-
toria Quay, at Fremantle, was not biougis
to aCcounllt on the 30th June. Just before
he left ollice it was decided to expend £'80,000
in raising and st rengi inening that wharf, and
the Under Secretary piointed out[ that it was
unifair to sadldle the revenue of one year
wvithi thle total expenditure onl I at workz.
Thereupon it was decided, with the approval
of the lion, member, that a suspense account
sihould be created, and thmat only a gis-en
aniotit i shoutld be charged up each 'year
Jainsat Consul idated Rievenute untilI the whole
a int was ij il out. In p ursu ance of
th'is th~ere has been £15,000 odct brought to
account each year. In the year 1915-10 we
dplutito Property Trust Account with
£15,.000; next year the £10,000 should be
deibited. hutl [lie lion. gentleman says we
neglected to dto it last year. Did lie want uts
to debit X25.000 last year?

The Premier: Will you be surprised to
tear that yout have made an absolutely wrong
statement, that I never approved of time
suspense account, and that you yourself apl-
proved of it; that I never innuzuraterl the
system but that 301U yourself inaugurated
it? Th'le file is here to prove it.
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,lr. IV. D. JOHNSON: Will the hon.
member deny that lie was responsible for
starting it I

Tf 1 Premier: I (lid not start it?
Mr. IV. D. JOHNSON: Then who did?
The Premier: You did it yourself.
Mr. AV. Di. JOHNSON: Then my memory

is much at fault.
The Premier: On a point of order, may

I read mly Minute, just io put the l10on. mciii-
her right?7

111r. SPEAKER: Not unless the leader of
the Opposition agrees to give way to you.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: Youi may read it,
certainly.

The Premier (in explanation) : I wish to
prevent the hion, member misleading the
House as lie has been doing- all along al-
thought perhaps not intentionally. This is
the only minute I ever wrote in connection
with this matter. It is dated 25th February,
1011, just prior to my departure to the Coro-
nation in London. It is in reply to the
minute the lion, member has referred to, and
it reads as follows:

It seems to me we shall hardly be able
to expend £30,000 on this work during the
remainder of the present financial year.
However, whiatever money is expended
must be charged under Treasurer's Ad-
vance against the current ycar's Con-
solidated Revenue. When framing the
Estimates for next year we can then take
the question of further provision into
consideration. Generally speaking, the
suggesiion of spreading a large expendi-
tUre of this sort over a number of years
is a grood one, and I shall be glad if power
can be taken in the newv Audit Act for this
purpose.

The hon. member defied the Act.
31r. W. D. JOHNSON: The minute satis-

fies me. The Premier, when Minister for
Works, did not oppose the suggestion.

The Premier: I did. These are the words.
Mr. W. A. JOHNSON: Hfe has read the

minute. lie said it was a good suggestion
but questionable whether it could be done.

The Premier: I did not say it was ques-
tionable. You are twisting again; do keep
straighit.

M.Nr. W. D. JOHNSON: The minute clearly
conveys that the Premier did not oppose the
suggestion.

The Premier: I did.
Mr. IV. D. JOHNSON: And that be was

going to get the necessary legal authority.
After further investigation, we found that
it could he done find had been done pre-
viously.

The Premier: It had not been done pre-
viously.

Mr. %V. 1.. JOHNSON: There had been
a suspense account before.

The Premiier: It has not been done pre-
viously.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: I do not suppose
that particular thing had been clone pre-
vioutsly. The lion. gentleman knows that
the practice-and he says so in his minute
-of spreading a large expenditure of this
sort over a numnher of years had a lot in
its favour, or something of that sort. Con-
sequently it was a practice which had
been-

The Premier: No, it had not been.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier knew

perfectly that it had been, and if he had
remained there lie would have found it out.
He investigated as to whether it could be
done, and as a result of further investiga-
tio ns on our part we introduced the system.

Mr. Angwin: This -was in February.
Mr. IV. D. JOHNSON: I know, that was

a long while before. The point I am making
is that the suspenise account was created,
that year after year Parliament has eni-
dorsed it by the fact that on the revenue
estiniates we brought to account some £15,000
pier annumn as a result of the creation of
this suspense account in order that it might
gradually be wiped uiot.

The Premier: You created it yourselves.
Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: Last year we

brought to account the £15,000 mentioned.
The Premier in order to mislead the public
tried to discredit '1r. Scaddan . and tried
to make out that the late Premier had neg-
lected to bring to account the proper amount.

The Premier: So he did.
MJr. W. B3. JOHNSON: As a matter of

fact it is not due until next year.
The Premier: It is due and was expended

last year.
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The £15,000

which was due last year was brought to
account and was debited to property trust
account, and the £10,000 would have been

121



[ASSEMBLY.]

brought to account in the same way. The
Premier ls pat out a drag net. Hle has
gone out looking for every item hie could
find in order to make ouit that the deficiency
is larger than that shown by Mr. Seaddan.
He has endeavoured to show that a greater
deficiency existed than really does exist in
order to give himself a clear run when lie
starts out upon his own financial matters.
We have this protection, however. Hle has
yet to introduce his Bill, and will then have
to justify the amount he proposes to pay.
I appeal to that lion, gentleman to be fair
for once in his life, and to bring down the
r-eport of his Advisory Committee.

The Premier: I really miust protest, Sir.
Mr. SPE AKER: The lion, member must

wvithdraw.
Mr, W. Di. JOHNSON: I withdraw, but

I ask the lion, gentleman to be fair.
Mr. SPEAiKER: The lion. member with-

,draws, and then repeats the statement.
Mfr. W. Di. JOHN SON: Surely I can-

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!1 I have called
attention to the statement to which excelp-
tion has been taken. Surely the lion. mere-
her can find other language besides that
,which hie is now employing..

ir. AV. D. JOHNSON: I appeal to the
lion. gentleman to let Parliament have the
report of thle committee that lie has api-
pointed to investigate the financial matters
of the Stale. He says hie has% app~ointed the
Auditor General, the Under Treasurer, and
the Commissioner of Taxation to go into
these questions, ind I trust that when he
introduces his Bill he will furnish to mem-
bers the report of that committee.

The Premier: You certainly shall have it.
Itt will be published.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Then we shall
hare am opportunity of closely serutinising
the various item which he proposes to
bring to account.

The Premier: "You shall have the file con-
taining your own inimote authorising the
creation of the suspense account, which you
chiarged us with having created. Why not
accept that statement.

Mr, SPEAKE R:, Order! I am going to
insist that the House shall respect my call
lo order when I call order. I am not going
to call order continually, and have members

talking across the floor of the House and
ignoring my call. There is altogether too

mnuch in the wvay of interjections to-night.

11r. WV. D. JOHNSON: Having got the
assurance that we will have this report of
the boalrd pilaced before us we can well leave
the discussion on this matter until the Bill
is introduced. It is an important matter
and one which mnembers will req uire to go
closel y into. I trust that all the reports will
be carefully scrutinised before members
agree to the funding of the deficiency of the
aiouiit that tile Premier desires. The ques-
tion of thep over-use of the authority to issue
Treasury hills is not a matter of great mag-
nituide, although the Premier tried to make
out that it was a matter of grave concern.
It is a coummon mutter to issue Treasury
bills.

The Premier: Ta excess?
Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: In excess.
The Premier: Never. It has never been

dlone before.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Suppose it had
never been dlone before, the fact of Treasury
hills being issued, not exceeding the author-
ised loan authority, is not a matter of grave
concern. So long as Parliament gives au-
thority to issue a loan it does not mailer
whether it is (lone by Treasury bills or in
other ways so long as that authority is not
exceeded, It is the first I have heard of
Treasury bills heing issued] in excess of au-
thority passed. flees I lie Premier propose
to only introduce the Bill to lit right the
fact of tire excess now, or does he propose
to nmnke it piossihle to extend it to the extent
it has been excessed for the future9

Thre Premier: I told you whet I proposed
to do,. and (d0 not intend to repeat it.

Mr. WV. D. JOHNSON: Th~e hon. gentle-
naii said lie was going to introduce a Bill
to p)ut right the action of 'Mr. Scaddan in
exceeding the anithorisation of Treasury
bills. Is hie going to frame his Bill so that
lie can issue Treasury hills to the extent
issued by 11r. Seaddan? Is he going to
make iris Bill apply to Mr. Scaddan's opera-
lions and is it going to extend into tire
future?

The Premier: I have told you what I
intend to do.
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Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Then we shall
have to await the Bill. I had intended to
deal briefly with some of the Bills which the
Premier proposed to introduce but we shall
of course all have an opportunity of voicing
our opinion when they come along. There
is, however, one thing I desire to say. We
are told that a Bill will be introduced for
the purpose of effecting a redistribution of
seats and dealing with electoral matters.
We trust on this occasion that the rights and
privileges of the people to voice their
opinion in respect to the government of the
country wvill not be interfered with to any
great extent. Their privileges should be in-
creased and not reduced. I hope the Pre-
mier will on this occasion recognise the right
of the people to voice their opinion as
against property or vested interests. It is
desirable to get as nearly to the population
basis as possible. This side of the House
does not want an absolute population basis,
butt we do take strong exception to any
grave departure from that basis. I trust
lhe Bill will be nearer to the population
basis than was the scheme brought in by the
Government with which the Premier was
associated some years ago.

The Minister for Railways: Were these
not your own proposals?

Mr. W. D. JOHn'SON: We were abso-
lutely satisfied with our own proposal
namely, that to appoint a non-political
board to go into the Question of the framing
of the electoral boundaries. We gave cer-
tain directions in regard to the quota which
they could go above or b~elow the population
basis, and we have no objection to the Pre-
mier going as far as. that. We would sup-
port a Bill of that description. I question
very much, however, whether the new Hill
will he as fair to the electors as was our Bill.

The Premier: Very much fairer.
Mfr. W. A. JOHNSON: I view with a

great deal of fear the introduction of the
Bill, having the experience I had in the pre-
vious Bill of the action of the Liberals in
this regard.

Mr. Green: Hear, hear!
Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I would like to

emphasise the fact that the present Govern-
ment were put into office on one question,
namely that of squaring the fianances. The

papers, the Liberal organs, were loud in
their condemnation of the financial drift and
plicy of the Scaddan Government, and said
that a change of Governmnent was justified
on that score, Up to date no reform has,
however, taken pl ace. As a matter of fact,
all that we have been told is that taxation
will be introduced in regard to amusements,
and that the taxation will be introduced to
cover the £100,000 per annum which it is
proposed to contribute towards wiping ouit
the deficiency. Apart from that, nothing has
been proposed. The £100,000 is accounted
for and the taxation will be absorbed by
the funding of the deficiency. The amuse-
ment tax will not. raise more than
£20,000 to £25,000, and yet the Gov-
ernment are giving away revenue to the
extent of fully £100,O0. 1 leave it to mem-
bers on the cross benches to realise what
this means to our straitened finances, and
call their attention to the fact that unless
they arc careful the Government will be in-
trodi~ing other methods to square the finan-
ces which may not meet with the favour of
their electors, even though it does with that
of other electors. The electors of the country
districts are as anxiouIs to see the industrial
community of the State receive a fair deal
and that the workers get all the work they
ivaill-is any oilher members in the House.
Consequently country members want to make
sure that in the squaring of the finances
they are not going to get all the considera-
tion for their industry whilst the rights,
privileges, and requirements of the remain-
ing industrial and commercial communities
of the State are absoluitely sacrificed. In
conclusion, I will say that the Premices
references to the noble deeds of those who
are fighting for our rights and liberties at
the front are endorsed absolutely by myself
and the party to which I belong. We will
encourage the efforts of the Government to
the fullest extent in any measure they may
introduce for the purpose of serving the in-
tnarests of and assisting returned soliders.
What we want, and what we regret exceed-
ingly not having gone far enough in, is
that more should be done for the dependents
of those soldiers who have farllen at the
front. It is a grave reflection upon Austra-
lia if we do not take upon our shoulders
the charge of looking after the dependents

123



[ASSEMBLY.]

of those who have done so much to keep
secure our homes and our liberty. We look
with the gravest anxiety upon the position,
and trust that the Government will assist
us in our endeavours to see that the Federal
Government bring taxation into force to deal
wvithI the repatriation of soldiers, and
that we may have some guarantee that the
dependents of our soldiers are permanently
looked after, and that when the war is over
and charitable contributions case these per-
sons wvill not be left to the tender mercies of
the general public, If this happened it would
be a poor return to those brave men who
have sacrificed their lives af the call of the
Empire. We can assist those also who re-
turn safely to our shores in establishing
them in various industries. Let Lis give these
liberal conditions, but at the same time, for
God's sake, let us do more for the depend-
ents of those who have given their lives at
thle front at the call of the Empire.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [8.46]: We
have listened to thle Premier and the leader
Of tile Oppositiou. It must be gratifying
to every member of thle Chamber and to tile
St ate as a whole to see the progress which
has been made since 20th July by our
soldiers at the front and the Allies of our
Empire. The progress which has been made
must he gratifying to us all and must
stimulate us in Western Australia to do our
part in thle way of stiffening our backs and
helping the Prime M1inister of the Common-
wealth to send assistance to those who are
already fihting so bravely for our homes
and country. I think thle first essential for
every one of us here is to win this war.
Then, as the leader of the Opposition has
said, our second essential is to look after fihe
dependents of tile men who leave the shores
of Western Australia. As a member of the
Country Party I shall do my level best to
guide legislation towards that end. How can
we hest prepare for our boys when they
come back? If this war continues for, say,
another three months, the Comonwealtli will
have spent close on one hundred millions of
money for military purposes. We have got
near to that amount already. Are we doing
what we should with that expenditure? Are
we careful, and are we economising? Are
we saving against the day when the military
expenditure will cease, when we shall have

to pay interest and sinking fund in respect
of that expenditure? This will represent
a further heavy burden on the shoulders of
the people of the Commonwealth. WYe are
told that the primary industries are to be
encouraged to the fullest extent. A sug-
gestion has been made that a conference
of all interested in the mining industry, one
of our leading sources of wealth, should be
held with a view to making active the latent
riches of this State by bringing into re-
newved activity the mines now silent, it
would be one of the best things for this
State if that end could be achieved, and if
tile prospector could be stimulated to bring
about new developments. Then we havw
been told of the Royal Commission on the
agricultural industry, If ever there was
need for an inquiry of that description,
there is need of it in Western Australia to-
day. No matter what the personnel of such
a body may be, some people in the State
will be found to object. But should we not
wait with our objections until we have the
report of thle Royal Commission before usl
It has been stated that the Royal Commis-
sion will have full liberty to call what evi-
dence they choose, and to get experts to give
evidence. On thle other hand, it has been
suggested that experts will not be able to
testify with regard to the Esperance lands.
In view of what we have heard, I think
the Royal Commission should get any one
they can to give evidence. As the
leader of the Opposition has said, we have
in the Eastern wheat belt a very serious
problem. One of our greatest difficulties to-
day, if wve are to assist the farming industry,
if wheat farming is to he profitably con-
tinued, is the charge for water supply. If
the farmers are to make a p~rofit out ol
mixed farming,- if they are to carry sheep
and other stock, they must have water ir,
larger quantities and at lower rates. I trust
that the M~inister for Water Supply will
bear this matter in mind and go into the
figures wvhich were presented some 12
months ago. Let the hon. gentleman see
whether something cannot he done in that
direction. References have been made to the
railway system, and it has been suggested
that the Country party have been purchased
I resent that suggestion. I say that the
Country party are out for the best interestE
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of the Stale in lie way of primary do-
lelopiuent-'. The fertilisers freight reduc-
tion, it has been said, is only a small matter.
If all the concessions granted wvere added to-
gether, they would represent something very
smnall as comiparel] with the effect on produe-
tion. As the result of the efforts of the,
Industries Assistance Board there has; been
three million pounds' worth of development
in wheat. Such expenditure is good. It is
keeping WVestern Australia alive. It is
keel ing ain in,!ustrY onl which so m uchI de-
p ends, in a inuh better condition than it
wvould have been in hadl that assist ance
not been forthcoming. The farmers give
the State the benefit of their kcnow-
ledge iin i . II istr iv, all, pav line k
the money lent to them by the Stale
with 6 per cent. p er ann interest. The
farming- industry is at the base of the tree
on wvhich we are all depending. The farm-
ing industry is tile root system of the
national tree. With regard to bulk handling-
of wheat I asked a question on lte loth
Aug-ust, 1915. 1 asked thait question withI
the objjett of ascertaining what sa'-ing coud. 1

have becen effected onl the 1.913-14 harvest
in respect of j utes. assumin,- the price of
bags. to be 7s. per dozen. The 2.linister for
Works, on behalf of the Minister for Agri-
culture, repi ed that, estimiating- the amount
of wheat exported as wheat at some seven
million bushels, requiring some 2,400,000
sacks, those sacks at 7s. per dozen would cost
some £70,000, and that the amount received
by the producer in exchange for these sacks
would be about '114.00. leaving a differeuce
of nearly £-57.000. That amount, I wish
to point out, en' it alised at 5 per cent., would
represent a million and a half sterling. The
wleat yield this year was about double that of
thme year 191:3-14: and thus the loss on sacks,
capitalised at onilv 5 per cent., would repre-
sent over two and a quarter million sterlinz.
If a saving of that amount can he made in
jute alone, surely it is worth the expenditure
of a system of bulk loandling for Western
Australia. In reply to an interjection, the
Premier has said that he did not think any-
thing could be done in the coming season. I
am sorry tllat reply' was given, because it
is desirable that the facilities should be
available at the earlie~t possible moment.
Now that attention has been drawn to the

maiter, 1 htople thle Government will endeav-
our to see it some of the value that is leav-
ing- (lie country in the shape of bags cannot
be saved. If we are to go in for hulk ]land -

ong. why not let us do so at the earliest
1'ib late? Not the one industry alone

will benefit, but every' industry. By assist-
ance to agrriculture we fructify every wvalk
of lite throughout tie length and breadth
of the land. Thle Royal Commission on
Agriculture are also to go into the question
of dairying. While I do not po0se as an
expiert onl dairying, to be brought before the
tjummiesion, 1 do think Nve have lbeen trying
to develop dairying in a part of this State
where its development is necessarily too
slow. The response to lte efforts to stimut-
latle dairying in lithe South-West hals not
been com~mensunrate with the energy ex-
pended. Within the last fortnight the Agri-
cultural Commissioner for the South-West
has been. inspecting thle Greenioulli Flats,
and lie speaks of flint district as being more
suitable for dairyinrg than lie t houglit there
was in lte whole of Western Australia for

mhat I airiicular purp ose. Last session I
drew altention in Ibiq House to the Avon-
d ale [I ale, whiich has two rivers running
through it. I think it possible the Gov'ern-
meat might dispose of that estate by cuting
i' up into small areas suitable for eultiv-a-
ti on lI,'v fanmilies. Withi employed labour
it is Ii Pcu It to maintain dairying-, because
of flue necessity for working seven days a
week. Tile da i r ing industry, to be sup-
cessful. wvill have to 1)0 worked onl land pre-

ared beforehand and partially cullivated-
landi U' aught to a certain stag-e of reproduc-
tivene~s-beealuse settlers on virgin countr 'y
in the South-West in particular are involved
in too much cap~ital cost and are faced with
too long- a delay before they can obtain any
return for their labours. 'Mention has been
mrade of the Esperance land. The members
oif tlie Country party' were solid in their
siipport of the Esperanee railway. We
stated that men engaged in agriculture, no
matter where they might be situated, were
entitled to communication with their market
and thiir natural port. I shall watch with
keen interest the report of the Royal Com-
mission investigating the question of
the Esperanee land. If it is impossible
for the settlers on the Esperance lands to
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carry on farming profitably, even when
the railway is built, it would be far
better to move them to some other
district; say, to place them on some of the
improved properties which have fallen back
into the hands of the trustees of the Agri-
cultural Banik. Thus the Agricultural
Batik's assets would be kept alive, and the
settlers would be given a fair start on im-
proved properties. I understand that there
were not more than 60 settlers in the Es-
perance district and that there are not
more than 40 there at the present time. If
it is true that there are only 40 there now
it shows that the position of farming is pre-
carious, and it is not right that these peo-
ple should be assisted to remain there. If
the land can be proved to be satisfactory' ,
without too much salinity in the soil, well
and good, but I would like other reports
to he obtained on it and have them com-
pared with that of Mr. Mann. I would also
like a comparison made betwveen the Esper-
ance, soil and that east of Kellerberria,
near the salt lakes, It should be re-
membered that we are not out to advance
one industry; wve are out to do the best we
can for the State. If in this particular dis-
trict the farmers can (10 wvell with the as-
sistance of a railva v let them have it. But
if it is not warranted from the agr-icultural
point of view the State should certainly not
go to the expense of constructing it.

I-Ion. J1. D. Connolly (Honorary 'Minis-
ter) :After a four years' trial one settler
declared that, railway or no railway, the
land wvas no good.

Mr. Green: Nothing of the kind.
1-ron. J. D. Connolly (Honorary 'Minis-

ter) : That than was not biassed. lie spent
£E4,000 of his own money in the four years
and thenr wvalked off the land.

'Mr. HIARRjISON: We want the evidence
of more than one witness. The fact re-
inains, however, that if the land is no good
we should remove the settlers from that
part of the State.

Mr. Walker: Then you would have to
remove many from the wheat belt as well.

M1r. HARRISON: I am aware that there
are some portions of the wheat belt on wvhich
farmers have not been able to make good,
If the Commission which has been apf-
pointed is going to be of any value they will

have to investigate the condition of the in-
dustry thoroughly. It is necessary that they
should find out what are the chief burdens
of to-day. First of all we have an excessive
tariff, and we should know how it lpre5sse
on the agriculturist, and bowv burdens in
otlher walks of life compare will, those wvhich
tire imposed on the farming- community. The
tariff which the farmer has to bear weighs
very heavily on him, macit more so than the
tariff on any other section of the community.
As we all know the duty on farming mach-
inery is 25 or 30 per cent., and that much-
inerv lies dormant for at least 40 out of the
52 weeks. We know too that the average
life of farming machinery is five years.
Therefore, if it were in constant use, its life
would be reduced to a period of eight
months. It is totally different from flour
milling and mining machinery, which is in
constant use and lasts for many years.
W\here is the fairness, therefore, in tire high
tariff which the farmer is expected to pay?

Air. Bolton: Is not the Liberal Govern-
ment going to alter all that for you?

Mr. HARRISON: We want that brought
forcibly forward, so that the Federal Gov-
ernment may realise the enormity of the
hurden wvhiech the farmer has to carry and
wvhich is preventing the agricultural industry
front making the advance it should do. The
Commission will also prove of value because
of thle fact thlit throughout the Common-
wvealth and also throughout the Empire they)
are expecting- us to Ilse our endeavours to
settle repat riated soldiers on thre land. In
return for what these brave men have donie
are we goingL to provide land for them fronm
wvhich it will not be possible to make a good
living for t hemselves and their families?
These men are to be given a reward for what
they have done for their country, and not
to bie made to undergo penal servitude on the
land. There is some talk of providing pool-
try farms for soldiers, but it should be
pointed out it is not every man wvho can
make a success of that industry. There are
quite a number of instances wvhere men
I hought they were going to make fortunes
out[ Of poultry raising, but they soon found
oul their mistake. It is really only an ex-
pert who can make a success of this. I do
not know whether niembers realise the im-
portance of the Royal Commission which has
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been appointed, but I consider that if by
adding- to its personnel its conclusions wilt
carry more weight with the Federal Govern-
mneal or with our own State Government,
others should be asked to sit on it. So far
as 1 am concerned I am satisfied withI it
as it is at present constituted.

IMr. Green: There is not a Labour man
on it.

Mr. HARRISON: Wh'len we remember
that we shall have to pay interest and sink-
ing fund on the huge SuIM Of money which
is beivng expenided on the war, it is up) to
every mian in the State to do his level best
for the country hie is living- in, just as our
noble soldiers are fighting our battles at the
front and as the pioneers of Australia
worked in years gone by.

Mr. UNDERWNOOD (Pilbara), [9-12J:
I desire to make a few remarks on this
address, and as it is some times usual, I
desire to offer a few congratulations. 31
congratulate the Ministers on their re-
election to office ;I desire to congratulate
the new member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lamn.
bert) ; I desire particularly to congratulate
the member for North-East Fremantle
(Air. Angwin) on the military honours won
by his son. I might add that that son is
one of those trades halt people whom the
Minister for Works classed as Germans, I
desire to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker,
on the fact that you are in the Chanter.
It appears to me that there are quite a
number of members in this House who are
desirous of giving you a job. I do not
desire to curry favour, but I want to say
that for the present you wilt do me.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Hon. Minister)
That settles it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member
is settled. Since the House last met we
have bad a somewhat strenuous election,
and there are one or two matters that I
want to refer to. M1embers of this party
have been slandered and their loyalty
doubted. For in-stance, a person namned
W. J. George, speaking in the theatre
recently, characterised the people from the
trades hall as Germans. I want to say
to that gentleman that he is a liar and a
mongrel.

Mr. SPEAKER:- Order ! I am going to
ask the hon. member for Pilbara if he was

referring to the 'Minister for Works when
be made that remark.

Mr. UNDERWVOOD : I am referring to a
report in the West Australian. I believe
it was the Minister for Works who made
the remark.

Mr. SPEAKER:. If the hon). member is
referring, to the 'Minister for Works he must
not speak of himi as a liar and a miongrel.
He must withdraw the remarks.

Mr. UN'DERWOOD : I will withdraw.
Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure that the

hon. memnber did not make those remarks
in cold blood. I ask him to apologise as
well.

Mr. 'UNDERWOOD : I apologise. I
want to say that when a man calls. me a
German, or suggests that I am one, I would
like to meet him outside of this House. I
am not allowed to use in this Chamber
an expression such as I should like. A man
who would make the statement that the
people from the Trades Hall1 are disloyal,
when thousands of them have given up
their lives, and tens of thousands are still
at the front, merely to the sake of getting
office and of getting a few odd votes, is
despicable. We have heard a good deal
of talk of Germans lately. We have heard
the name of the Hon. J. Scaddan coupled
with that of Strelitz. I want to tell the
House and the public of Western Australia
that 31r. Seaddan made the acquaintance
of Strelitz through an introduction from
the Hon. Frank Wilson, who introduced
Strelitz to Mr. Seaddan as a personal
friend.
. The Premier: I did not say anything

about his being a personal friend.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: He came to Mr.

Scacldan and said, " This is a personal
friend of mine ; he is in trouble, and I
want you to help him." When the Canning
elect ion was in progress Mr. Scaddan's
name was coupled with that of Strelitz, and
Mr. Scaddan lost votes because it was said
he had done something for Strelitz. I want
to tell the House and the country that
the office of the member opposite (Hon.
Frank Wilson) is in Viking House, a building
owned by Strelitz Bros. I want to tell the
people of Western Australia, too, that
when a caucus meeting of the Liberal party
was held for the purpose of electing a Govern-
ment that meeting was held in Strelitz's
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building. I do not eare much whether a
man be a German or of other nationality;
but I want to say that if I went to another
"ian and said, " This is a personal friend
of mine," I would be careful that that
man did not lose votes because of that.

The Premier: I deny that Iever used such
words. I introduced 'Mr. Strelitz to Mr.
Seacidan as Premier, and asked him to
listen to Mr. Strelitz's tale.

Mr. ]Bolton : You ask-ed for his help and
protection.

The Pier : I knewa him, 'von all know,
him ;there is nothing but good known of
him.

Mr. UND)ERWOOI) : Talk about fair
play !The action of the hion. the Premier
in this matter would be a disgrace to Ger-
many-that fine old English gentleman,
born in Sunderland and educated at
Oxford. One other gentleman who talked
about Germans is the lion. the Colonial
Secretary. lie talked thus. " Mer,,"
" Strelitz," " fine old Anglo-Saxon names."
I know many fine old Anglo-Saxon names
-Philip Collier, Frank 'Wilson ;but Hal
Pateshall Colebatch!

The Premier : Mfen, is that Anglo-,Saxon
Mr. UNJ)ERWOOD : Noa but it might

originate in some other country than Oer-
many I'Pateshall Golebatch is pure Gecr-
mnan.

The Premnier: Your Covernment engaged
Merz.

Mr. Collier : Wec engaged him on the
strength of his connection wvith the British
Admiralty by whom he is still engaged.

The Premier : You dealt with (lermnans,
you entered into a contract.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order
Mr. UNDERWOOD): 1 do not care

whether a man was born in Germany so
long as lie is a man. There have been
good men born in Germany just as there
have been good men born in Australia;
but I wvant to say that those who wvould
come along with their German friends and
introduce them to Mr. Seaddan, and after.
wards use the fact against him in order to
lose him votes, are unwvorthy of respect.

The Premier : I never used the fact.
Mr. UNI)ERWVOOD :Strelitr. is a co-

director with the lion. the Premier in a
Collie coal mnine ;the heon, the Premier still
rents an office from Strelitz, and the Liberal

party still hoeld caucus meetings in Strelitz's
buildings.

The Premier ;Is lie a co-director of mine
now?

Mr. UNDERWOOD : He was.
The Premier : He was a shareholder

before the wvar, but he is not one any longer.
Mr. Collier: The Federal Government

cut him out as a shareholder, not you.
The Premier : They did nothing of the

sort.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : As a matter of
fact, T believe Streiitz is still a shareholder
by way of a dlummay, and I should not be
surprised if the dlummy were the Hon.
Frank Wilson.

The Premier: I must ask that the
member withidrawr that statement as to
durninying.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I withdraw.
The Premier : And you should be made

to apologise.
Mr. UNDERWOOD : I repeat there is

no reason wvhy members on this side of the
House should be considered disloyal ;I
think even those who use the argument
should themselves know that much. But
it is not the sort of charge one takes lying
dowvn. In regard to the coalition recently
entered into, we find that the Country
party have made a deal with the members
on the other side. I desire to say' that,
as far as I am concerned, I do not intend to
say much in opposition to the arrangement.
These on the other aide of the H-ouse reckon
they can run the country better than wve,
and personall 'y I am quite prepared to let
them have a try. I amn quite prepared
also to go to the country-

Mr. Nairn : So are we.
Mr. UN.DERW~OOD): You have your

opportunity. If the Government are game
to go to the country, 1 will be quite pleased.
On the other handi, if they think they can
run the country I am prepared to let them
have a fiv. Last evening we heard the hen.
the Premier deliver what should have been
a policy speech ;but the hion. member,
it struck me, had forgotten for the momnent
that he was Premier and thought he still
was leader of the Opposition. His speech
was simply a rehash of his criticism of the
late Government. I. want to point out to
the Premier that his position is now not
that of a critic but of a constructor. He
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criticised numerous actions of the late
Government, but did not tell us what he
was going to do himself. I asked, by way
of interjection, what the Premier was going
to do with the Implement Works ; and he
started to talk about sawmills. I asked
about other things, and he talked about
yet other things. I will toll the House
what the lion, the Premier is going to do.
He is going to serape through the present
session as best he can and next Mlarch will
appoint himself Agent General and go bock
to the country from which hie caine, the
country of fair play.

Member -Won't you be glad to get rid
of him ?

Mr. UN_\DERWYOOD:- Xo ; I do not
think we would get anything easier. I
desire to make a few remarks with regard to
the arrangement made by the Liberals with
the Country party. The Liberals sold
themselves and their political principles
holus bolus to the Country party. They
have given away all the Country party
asked, and recognise that they must in the
future continue to give away whatever the
Country party demand. In regard to the
Country party itself. This party is eon-
trolled not by a conference or congress but
by a little clique of tea-and-sugar-btish-
rangers, commercial brigands, Alec Mfonger,
Prowso. 'MoCibbon-everyone of them bush.
rangers. They tell the Country party how
they ,hall vote ; and I want now to draw
attention to the attitude taken by the
Prime Minister of Australia when the Trades
Hall people told himt how lie should vote.
Hle defied them. Those people, -Monger,
Prowse and the others, are not to be defied.
Mr. McCabe, after he was beaten, pointed
out that all the motor ears running in
Northani at election time were provided
by agents and storekeepers, who were the
natural enemies of the farmners. We have
heard a good deal of criticism in regard to
the losses made by the late Government
on certain undertakings. We are told that
the loss on the State steamers amounts to
£60,000, on the brickworks £1,000 and so
on. But the present Government come
into office on the understanding that there
is going to be an absolute dead loss of £30,000
on conveying fertilisers over our railways.
Time and timne again the Commissioner of
Railways has laid down the proposition

that to carry a ton of stuff over the railways
costs a penny per mile. The Government
are going to lose £30,000 a year on that.
When we are running a business of that
description w~e should charge up the cost
or carrying the stuff. If it is necessary to
assist the farmers by means of lower freights,
let Lus Vote straigfht-ou~t a sum of money
from the Treasury to recoup the railways.

Mr. Thomnson: Why did you not do that

Mr. UNJ)ERWOOD): We charged the
freights, hut you are going to lose £30,000
yet you grizzle like smacked kids about a
politry loss on two or three fish shops.

The Minister for Works: Why did not
you do it with Collie coal ?

Mr. A. A. Wilson:. You leave Collie coal
to me.

MLr. U-NDERWOOD: I do not desire to
speak at length with regard to the stoppage
of the Esperance railway. It is immaterial
to me whether it is stopped or not. I have
never been a strong supporter of the rail-
way, and I do not think I would die if I
never heard any more of it. It is for the
Government to stop it if they think it is
not warranted, and take the responsibility
of stopping it.

The Minister for Works : TJhat is what
we are doing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : It is what you are
shirking. You do not take the responsi.
pility of stopping it ; instead, you come
along with a cock and bull story about salt.
You can get aL highar analysis of salt out
of my lsnd at Tamnoin than YOU got at
Esperance.

Mr. Holman: It was a question of sugar
at Bullfinch, was it not?

Mr. UN])ERWOOD. Not sugar ; some
people call it palm grease. The Govern-
inent say they are going to stop the Esper-
ance railway bec;ause of salt. That is only
a blind. In regard to wheat-growing, we
have to find out, not whether Esperane
land will grow wheat, but whether any other
part of Western Australia will grow it. I
have put a few hundred pounds into wheat
]and, and I connot see it coming back again.
If there is no rain next week, there will be
another failure this year. That will make
three out of five, and no country can run
on three failures out of five tries. I want
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the Government not to worry about dodging
their responsibility in respect to Esperance,
but to go more fully into the more serious
question of whether it is possible to grow
wheat at a profit in any other part of
Western Australia except Esperance. To
me it is a serious proposition, one that is
likely to cost me a few hundred pounds.
Of course, possibly I could get the Govern-
mient to take over my land for closer settle-
ment, just as they did the Avondale estate
and one or two others. We are up against
a very serious proposition in regard to
wheat-growing in this country, and I do not
think the people of Western Australia
appreciate the enormous amount of money
which has been sunk in the industry by the
State. The Scaddan Government spent, I
forget how many millions, and nearly all
of it was spent in the wheat-growing area.
I am very doubtful if it is going to pay. In
addition to the huge sumis of money lent
by the Agricultural Bank, the Industries
Assistance Board has put up over a million
pounds. I am convinced that 25 per cent.
of those assisted by the Industries Assistance
Board will fail. The Agricultural Bank has
600 or 700 farms on its hands. The bank
has loaned money essentially for clearing.
Most of us know that cleared land, if left
untilled, grows scrub again, and has to be
cleared once mnore ; and so the mioney lent
on these farms has gone for ever. The
Agricultural Bank is down from £500,000
to a million-there is no denying that.
Whiat do the Governtmeot propose to do
about agriculture ? They propose to ap-
point a board to inquire into it. That will
do till the Agent Generalship is open. The
Government are employing four experts at
a salary of about £800 a year each, yet they
go outside those experts and pick inca
who have had no scientific training whatever.
We hear of the Colonial Secretary speaking
of higher education and saying that we must
have schools where the farmers' sons can
be educated in the science of agriculture;
yet when we come to deal with the question,
we pass over the paid experts and put
on men without scientific education. Either
those experts are capable of advising the
Government or they are not worth the
money that is being paid to them, an)(' it

passing them over the Government shoul.
go still further and sack them.

Mr. Heitmanna: What about the memnber
for North am ? Ha knows all about the
question.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:; I do not wish to
speak to-night about the member for
Northam and his political pal, Cook, who
has been shoved into a position on the
Industries Assistance Board. There is no
question whatever that the Agricultural
Banik is down at least half a. million ; yet
the present proposal is to take the lame
ducks from the Industries Assistance Board
and put themi on the banik also. Except
the Governent get out pretty soon or
learn sense, the Agricultural Bank is going
to bring a disaster on Western Australia.
On the subject of agriculture I have nothing
further to say, other than that in the wheat
shipping scheme it has been arranged that
the people of Western Australia shall pay
4s. 9id. pe 1)ushel for their wheat. If one
wants wheat for his pigs or his fowls he
can buy it on trucks at Perth at 3s. 3d.;
if he wants it to feed his wife and children
lie has to pay 4s. lid. We are using about
two million bushels this year, and so the
consumners of flour in Western Australia
will have paid the farmers £150,000 as a
bonus, Yet the farniers still yell that every-
thing they want must be free and every-
thing they sell must be charged up. Outside
the wheat growers-who send their wheat
to the mnill, where they have it gristed for
their own use, and so do not pay the 4s. lid.-
everyone in Western Australia is paying
4s. 4id. while we can buy it for our pigs
at 3s. 3d, And all the time there are a.
m-illion bushels of wheat at Fremantle
which will have to be carted out to sea.
On the top of this, the farmers say we are
doing nothing for them.

The Minister for Works: Do not the same
prices apply in the other States?
*Mr. UND)ERWOOD . Exactly.
The Minister for Works : Well, what have

we to do with that?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I would not suspect
the lion. meimber of having to do with
anything. The price we are paying for
flour means that we are giving the farmers
of this State a bonus of £150,000 this
year. Yet the farmers say we have done
nothing for them. They want fertilisers-
£30,000 dead loss. There is a. sum of
£150,000 which the consumers are paying
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them. There are the terminal charges,
representing £40,000, and then they come
along-

Mr. Thomson: Do you think those are
just charges ?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: And want bulk
handling of wheat, which will cost another
couple of millions.

Mir. Thomson:- Do you think the terminal
charges are just ?

Mr. UNDERWOOD:. It has yet to be
proved to me that wheat growing in Western
Australia is a paying proposition. I wish
to say a word or two in regard to State
enterprises, and more particularly in regard
to State steamers. We are told by the
Premier, and his statement is not too
accurate, that we lost £60,000.

Mr. Angwin: Last year.
Mr. UND41ERWOOD : Last year. As a

matter of fact if he had reckoned up to date
he would have found that there was practic-
ally no loss on these ships. If we had lost
£00,000 the experience we have got would
have been well worth it.

Mr. Hardwick : It is no niews. to you, then.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not when the lion.
mnember is there. We are coming back.
As a matter of fact, on that North-West
coast we have many difficulties which do not
apply to other parts of- the world. In so
far as the mining industry is concerned,
there is a decided lack of firewood for fuel.
There is no coal on the coast and the ships
trading between Fremantle and Derby or
Wyodham have to carry sufficient coal to
take them over almost a 5,000 miles trip.
Therefore, coal-driven ships aire bound to be
enormously expensive, whereas with oil-
driven. ships we can carry less than a tenth
of the amount of fuel, reckoned in space.
and thus ensure the existence of more space
for cargo. It has been shown by internal
combustion engines that mining is possible
in the -North-Wsest and that without them
it is not p)ossible. Just as internal com-
bustion engines have enabled mining to be
carried on in the northern portion of the
State, so will internal expansion engines
make freights reasonable along that coast.
The late Government proposed to have
constructed one ship of special design,
oil-driven. The Legislative Council chopped
out our vote. If the vote had s5tood we

could have had the ship built and running
to-day.

Mr. Male: No, you could not. It is
absurd.-

Mr. UNDEWO Ys we could.
We could have had that ship going to-day.
As a matter of fact, almost the next week
after that vote was struck out the embargo
of the British Government against the
construction of merchant ships was with-
drawn, and had our order gone forward the
ship could have been built, and would
have been built, and been trading on the
coast to-day. But that is past. In regard
to the future it is urgently necessary to
provide two reasonably fast oil-driven ships
for that coast. The people on that coast
are just as much entitled to assistance as
the farmners at Northamn or along the Mid-
land lines. We can cut down £80,000 a
year on the carriage of superphosphates
for poor struggling farmers like the Hon,
V. Hamersley, the Hon. Jar. Mitchell,
and others, and we should undoubtedly
endeavour to give some facilities to the
people who are pioneering the North of this
country.

Mr. Nairn: But you did not keep the
boat on the coast.?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What does the
hon. mnember know about them ? The
lion, member for Swan is repeating a state-
ment which has been contradicted half a
dozen timies. I have pointed out several
times that this statement has been con-
tradicted and would advise the hon. member
to rend Flansard at the point where I spoke
about it, and he will then find that the
"Kangaroo" was never bought for the

coast and is not suitable for the coast.
The Minister For Works: We have just

been told that she was suitable for the
freezing works.

Mr. Angwin: That is a different matter
to saying that she was suitable for the coast.

M1r. U-NDERWOOD: It is absurd to say
that we bought the ship for the trade.
We did no such thing, and we never said so.
We5 have contradlic ted that over and over
again inside and oustide the Rouse-

Hon. J1. D. Connolly (Honorary Minister):
Other members opposite have said she was
bought for the freezing works.

Mr. Collier: That does not mean she
was bought for this coast.
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Air. UNDERWOO0D: I would point out
that the W~yndham Freezing 'Works is one
port and that we have a dozen ports on
the North-West coast. The " Kangaroo
is not suitable for the general trade along
the North-West, and no one in the Seaddan
Government ever said she was.

The Mfinister for Works: -It was said
tonight.

Mr. UN\DERWVOOD : If the hion. member
says that again, I will tell himn what I told
him once before ; he knows what it was.

The Minister for Works : That is what
was said.

Mr. UNDERW-OOD : It was not said.
The 'Minister for W'orks: TChat Was what

we understood the lender of the Opposition
to say.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The hon. member is
mad. He is putting up, one of his drivelling
old jokes and misconstruing what has been
said. I defy himn or any one else to show
that there has ever been a statement made
by this side of the House that the " Kan-
garoo " was purchased for the general
North-West trade.

Hon. J. D). Connolly (Honorary Minister):
To take kerosene from America to Brisbane
and put up the price for the poor.

Air. 'UNDERWOOJ): The remarks of the
Premier in regard to the freezing works
were characteristic of him and were to hie
expected from his ignorance of the position.
He tells the House that the works are too
large, that the district cannot grow the stock
to keep them going. He is speaking ab-
solutely in ignorance. There is actually
room for another freezing works in the
Kimberley area besides those at Wyndham.
There is not only room for freezing works at
Wyndham, but for others at Derby, and
there is amnple country to grow the stock
with which to feed themn. Here a few
points in regard to the freezing works.
The Premier has told us that lie is going to
sell the brick works. He has not told us
what hie is going to do with the State steam-
ships. Possibly he may he inclined to sell
the Wyndhami Freezing works. Notwith-
standing all the extravagant statements
which have been made about the cost of
these works, I tundertake to say that if the
Government want to sell them, Vestey
Bros. will give them £100,000 on the deal
now.

The Minister for Works : Send themn
along to-morrow and let them put their
offer in writing.

Mr, UN])ERWOOD: Mark Reuben
might be willing to take them on too. The
Wyndham Freezing Works are wvell situated.
This State enterprise compares very favour-
ably indeed with private enterprise in that
connection. WP~e have the works going at
Wtyndhain and are making fair progress.
At Darwin we see private enterprise at
work. Vestey Bros. have expended already
at least half a million pounds on freezing
works at Darwin and as yet they have no
water supply. They have their works
nearly completed, but find that they have
no water. That is private enterprise.
There is an attempt, and it is one which is
well wvorthy of consideration, to nionopolise
the whole of the meat raising country ]in

the northern portion of the State. MUark
Reuben is buying all the stations% he can
get held of in my electorate. At the present
time hie owns two or three mnillion acres of
land, and is still a buyer. The result will
be that we shall have stations with managers
in charge, single men with no encumbrances
for preference, and a fewv black gins to do
the work, the pioneering squatter will go
out, Mark Reuben will draw his dividends
in England or Amnerica, and the country
will never be settled, Mark Reuben owns
practically the who le of the beautiful Do
Grey River. It is a fine country and there
are miany worthy Western Australian
pioneers. left there, but Mark Reuben has
his manager upon it. 'Mark Reuben, how-
ever, is only a circumnstance compared with
Vestey Bros., of the Northern Territory
and Kiimberley. Vestey Bros. own lenses
of about .30 million acres in extent. They
have bought leases from the Catherine River,
and thp territory right away back to the
M1argaret River in the South-West, a con-
tinuous run of country of 500 or 000 miles.

Mir. lHeitinana: Nineteen hundred and
twenty-eight did not scare that crowd.

Mr. UNDERWVOOD : No. Sir William
Vestey is reported to have left England to
become an American citizen in order to
avoid the war tax. That is what has been
going on in the Northern portion of the
State. Tlhe only means of safety for us
in this country is to people the North.
While Mark Reuben and Vestey Bros. are
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getting hold al it wvith their single men as
managers and their few niggers to wvork
the Stations, we are not going to people
that country. It is a most prolific: country,
and wsill carry% an immense population, if it
only, gets a chance. If there is one thing
abov-e all others that the people of Western
Australia h vre to guard against it ik the
Mark Reubens and the Vestey Bros. I
do not think it is necessary to speak at any
further length. I do not. appreciate the
methods adopted bir the Miniter for Works
in all.owityg a pressman to have the full run
of his officee, to pig-root throug-h his files
and endeavour to find something which
may be discreditable to his predecessors.

T he Minister for Works: Can you prove
that.?

Mr. UM)ERWOOI): Yes.
The 'Minister for Works: I do not think

you can.
Mr. UNKDERWOOD : Certainly I can.
The Minister for WNorks : I am certain

that. you cannot prove it.
Mr. W. D). Johnson : Who was it wvent

out of the back door the day I was in ?
Th, le Minister for Works.: I Will tell YOU

about that later.
Mr. UM)EI-WOOD: I think, after all,

a pressman could be kept out. If the M1in-
ister has not SUfficient intelligfenee to (discover

the failings of his predecessor Without the
assistance of a pressman, IeC Should Say
nothing about them. He should not get
a pressinan to help him to search for those
failings,11. 1 ain not afraid of any pressman
poking his nose into my dlepartmnent. He
would not find anything there. No ashes
even were found in our departments when
we left office ; but, when the Scaddan
Government camne in, tho fireplaces were
filled up with the ashes of burnt papers.
The -Mintister for W~orks, with the aid of
his Press sycophant, found that there was
a powelli.sing ag-reemenit. I have a reollec-
tion of hearing of that paper previously. I
have a recollection, ton, that allt papers in
connection with that powellising agreement
were laid tin the Table of this House. There
was only the miserable subterfukge of the
hon. gentleman in pretending that he had
found something, that he had made a dis-
covery. He Said he had mnade the dis-
covery that Mr. Short had not been con-
sulted.

The Minister for Works : I said that?
'Mr. UNDERWOOD : No ; the pressman

said that. Thera was a minute on the file
showing that Mr. Short had been can-
sulted. However, all that wvas spread out
by the pressman, all hie had found on his
own-spread out by 1dm like a printer's
devil. In re-ard to powellising, all I wish
to say is that on the Port Hedland-Marble
Bar railway' there are pawellised sleepers,
which have been down for about six years.
There has been no renewal whatever af those
sleepers. They are to-day in splendid con-
clition. AVithout the powellIsing proeess,
that line of railway would have had to be
relaid a year or two akgo. Pa wellising has
saved the rulay' ing of the Port Hedland-
Marble Bar railway. I will say that all
across this4 State. There is no tellia;r how
good the pawellising process is or how long
its efficacy will last ;but from absolute,
positive experience we can speak of those
particular powellised. sleepers, laid in the
worst white-ant country to be found in
this State. Those sleepers are still down;
there has been no trouble with them, and no
attempt to renew' them. In conc-lusion,
I desire to congratulate the Government
once more, and to express the hope that they
will get along from those devious little ways,
and Come out ais men and do their work.

On motion by Mr. Thomson debate
adjournmed.-

House adjourned at 10-6 p.m.
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